
The Words of the Prophets

1 | begin
 Pray the Glory Be with your child.
  Tell your child about a time you were doing something wrong and 

someone had to remind you of the right thing to do. Was it hard to hear 
that message? Why was it important for that person to speak up? 

  Read Matthew 3:1–12 aloud.

2 | summarize
Summarize this week’s lesson for your child: 
Example: John the Baptist and the prophets of ancient Israel reminded people of God’s 
laws and told them about the coming Savior. They always spoke the truth, bravely and 
boldly.

3 | review
Review this week’s lesson by asking your child the following questions:
1.  Why did God send the prophets? (The Israelites were worshipping false gods,

marrying pagans, and wanting to be like their pagan neighbors. They needed to be 
reminded of their covenant with God.)

2.  What did the prophets say to the people about their sins? (They told the
people that God would punish them if they didn’t repent.)

3.  What did Isaiah say about the Savior? (He would be born of a virgin and
rejected by men.)

4.  What events did Jeremiah foretell? (Famine, war, and the Babylonian exile.)
5.  What did the people do to Jeremiah? (They threw him in jail.)
6.  Who was the last and greatest prophet of the Old Testament? (John the

Baptist.)

References
 Student Textbook:
Chapter 10, pp. 46–47

 Sacred Scripture:
Is 52:13—53:12; Mt 
5:3–12

 Catechism of the 
Catholic Church: 
62–64, 218, 523, 
711–20, 1846–48, 
2077

Lesson Focus | Before the Savior came, God spoke to the Israelites through the prophets. The 
prophets reminded people of God’s laws, called them to repentance when they broke them, and 
kept them mindful of their covenant with God. For this the prophets were often hated, even killed. 
Isaiah and Jeremiah were two of the most important prophets in ancient Israel. The last and greatest 
prophet of the Old Testament was John the Baptist.

Lesson 10

The prophet Isaiah.
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4 | apply
Help your child apply this week’s lesson by asking the following questions:
1.  Have you ever spoken the truth when it was hard? When? What

happened?
2.  Have you ever been angry with someone who tried to stop you from

doing something wrong? Did you listen to that person? Why or why
not?

3.  If God called you to be a prophet to our world, what might he want you
to say?

5 | conclude
 With your child, pray the Our Father.

6 | follow up
During the week, do at least one of the following activities with your child:
1. Memorize 1 Thessalonians 2:4.
2.  Read Jeremiah 38. Help your child write and illustrate a story about the

events of Jeremiah’s life in this chapter.
3.  Help your child call a godparent or grandparent and share what he

learned about the prophets this week.
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notes
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But just as we have 
been approved by 
God to be entrusted 
with the gospel, so we 
speak, not to please 
men, but to please 
God who tests our 
hearts.
 — 1 Thessalonians 

2:4
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