
Citizenship—Rights and Duties

1 | begin
 Pray the Glory Be with your child.
  Show your child a picture of the president. Remind him that the Church 

prays for the president at Sunday Mass during the Prayers of the 
Faithful. Ask him why he thinks the Church does this.

  Read Matthew 22:17–21 aloud.

2 | summarize
Summarize this week’s lesson for your child: 
Example: God wants us all to be good citizens and Christians—obeying rightful 
authorities and the laws of our land, but also working to make sure that those laws are 
right and just. 

3 | review
Review this week’s lesson by asking your child the following questions:
1.  What authority does the state have? (The authority to make just laws.)
2.  From whom does that authority come? (God.)
3.  What is patriotism? (Love of one’s country.)
4.  As Catholics, what must we do if the civil authorities command us to do

something that violates God’s law? (We must obey God, not the state.)
5.  If something is legal, is it therefore moral? (No.)

References
 Student Textbook:
Chapter 9, pp. 46–49
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 Catechism of the 
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1897–99, 1918–21, 
2234–46, 2270–75, 
2420–25, 2436

Lesson Focus | In order for all men to coexist peacefully, God has entrusted civil authorities—the 
government—with the power to make laws for its citizens. There are many types of government, 
but all are obliged to pass laws that are just and good and in accord with God’s laws. As citizens, 
we are obliged to obey the laws, pay taxes, and defend our nation. As Christians, we’re obliged to 
work to change unjust laws and build a civil society that cares for, respects, and protects the lives of 
all human beings. Citizens of strong nations are obliged to help poor and oppressed people of other 
nations.
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4 | apply
Help your child apply this week’s lesson by asking the following questions:
1.  How can the government be a force for good in the world? Give an

example.
2.  How can the government be a force for evil, misusing its authority? Give

an example.
3.  What are three things you personally can do to help build a good and

just society?

5 | conclude
 With your child, pray the Our Father.

6 | follow up
During the week, do at least one of the following activities with your child:
1. Memorize Romans 13:1.
2.  As a family watch the movie A Man for All Seasons about Saint Thomas

More.
3.  As a family, pray a Rosary (or a decade of the Rosary) for the president

and other elected officials.
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Let every person 
be subject to 
the governing 
authorities. For 
there is no authority 
except from God, and 
those that exist have 
been instituted by 
God.
 —Romans 13:1
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