
Church Authority—Our Fathers in Faith

1 | begin
 Pray the Glory Be with your child.
  Search online for a recent news story about the Pope. Read it together 

with your child.
  Read Matthew 16:13–20 aloud.

2 | summarize
Summarize this week’s lesson for your child: 
Example: Christ entrusted the authority to lead, rule, and guide his Church to Saint 
Peter, the apostles, and all the Popes and bishops who have followed them. They are our 
fathers in faith.

3 | review
Review this week’s lesson by asking your child the following questions:
1  Who is the Vicar of Christ and why does he have that title? (The Pope is 

called the Vicar of Christ because he acts on Christ’s behalf with Christ’s authority.)
2.  What is the Magisterium and what are its duties? (The Pope and all the

bishops together in union with him; to interpret Sacred Scripture and Sacred
Tradition.)

3.  What is infallibility? (The protection granted by the Holy Spirit to the Church’s
Magisterium that keeps her teachings on faith and morals free from error.)

4.  Name the precepts of the Church. (1. Attend Mass on Sundays and Holy
Days; 2. Confess sins at least once a year; 3. Receive the Eucharist during the
Easter season; 4. Observe the Church’s days of fasting and abstinence; 5. Provide
for the Church’s needs.)

References
 Student Textbook:
Chapter 10, pp. 50–53

 Sacred Scripture: 
Mt 16:13–20; Jn 
14:16–17; 15:26–27; 
16:13; 21:14–19; 1 
Jn 4:6

 Catechism of the 
Catholic Church: 
77–79, 758–69, 813–
22, 857–65, 871–96

Lesson Focus | The Church derives her authority from Jesus, who founded her so that all men 
might know Him and be saved. The Pope is the visible head of the Church on earth. He is called 
the “Vicar of Christ” because he acts for and in the place of Jesus. The bishop is the head of a 
diocese. Together, the Pope and bishops safeguard Christ’s teachings. To ensure that the Faith is 
taught correctly and that the Sacraments are celebrated properly, The Pope and the bishops have 
the authority to establish laws about those matters. We show our love for Christ when we respect 
and obey their authority.
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4 | apply
Help your child apply this week’s lesson by asking the following questions:
1.  How is the Church like a mother?
2.  How does the authority exercised by the Church help you know and

love Jesus?
3.  How can you show your love for the Church and her authority?

5 | conclude
 With your child, pray the Our Father.

6 | follow up
During the week, do at least one of the following activities with your child:
1. Memorize Luke 10:16.
2.  Online, learn more about Saint Peter—his life after Jesus’ Ascension, his

journey to Rome, and his martyrdom.
3.  Look online up the Pope’s prayer intentions for the month. Pray for

those intentions daily.
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He who hears you 
hears me, and he who 
rejects you rejects me, 
and he who rejects me 
rejects him who sent 
me.
 —Luke 10:16
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