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Homily for Christ the King 2020 
 

 In 1925, after the devastation of World War I and the toppling of most of the royal 

monarchies of Europe, Pope Pius XI decided to send a message to members of the 

Church that Jesus Christ is King. The Pope said clearly that the problems of the world 

can only be solved with recognition that Jesus Christ must rule in our lives, our thoughts 

and our actions.   That is the origin of the Feast we celebrate today. 

OUR SCRIPTURES: On the surface, both our Scripture readings from the Prophet 

Ezekiel and from the Gospel of Matthew are reminders to do our job, do our duty,  in 

imitation of the example of the Father and of Jesus Christ.     

In the first reading Ezekiel talks about the duties of the shepherd: tend the flock, 

rescue them, pasture them, and give them rest.   The duties outlined further ask the 

shepherd to seek out the lost, find the stray, bind up the sick. The prophet reminds us 

that God considers himself a shepherd and we are the beloved sheep.  Ezekiel goes into 

some detail about what the Lord is willing to do for us as the shepherd, and by 

extension, we should do for one another.     

 The passage we have from the Gospel of Matthew is very clear about what 

happens when the Son of Man comes in his glory.   We have a king presiding over the 

judgment.  He will separate them as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 

giving final judgment for those found worthy and those who are rejected.  The decisive 

factor in this judgment is how well we have cared for the less fortunate people among us.  

The needs and persons are listed TWICE in the gospel story so that there can be no doubt 

about their identity: the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the 

prisoners. 

 What dawned on me as I read through the Scriptures and looked at various 

commentaries was the fact that we are not just being told by the Word of God today to do 

something for those who are less fortunate.  We are not told the solution lies in carrying 

out the CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY alone, though the CORPORAL WORKS OF 

MERCY are at the heart of the tasks we need to do.   What I found fascinating, and kind 

of ironic, is that here we are in further restrictions because of COVID, asking us to 

redouble our efforts in terms of masking, social distancing and washing our hands and 

emphasizing sanitation.  The Scriptures are calling us almost to do the opposite:   calling 

us to not only do the tasks of shepherding and caring after the example of the Father and 

of Jesus and called to have an intimate relationship with the Lord and with those to 

whom we owe great love and care—up close and personal.    

 Dominican Fr. Toby Lees put it this way:   There is a very real danger that our faith 

can lose its relational aspect and we forget that not only are we called to do good things, 

and not just to add our voices to the campaign for them, but that we also forget that we are 

called not just to be good, but to be holy. Christian morality is primarily relational, and it 

is about entering into an ever-deeper relationship with Jesus Christ, and about how this 
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relationship transforms us.  What Fr. Lees is saying is that we can’t just do good works for 

God and others.  We need to know and be in love with God; we need to know and be in 

love with our neighbors, to  look out for and serve our brothers and sisters BECAUSE OF 

OUR LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST.  The whole reason for this Feast of Christ the King is it 

reminds us that our whole lives need to be focused on Jesus as the source and endpoint 

of our lives.   Fr. Lees goes on to say, “It’s easy to read today’s Gospel as being simply 

about the duty of Christians to minister to the poor and to carry out the corporal works of 

mercy, and we can miss that it is phrased in profoundly relational terms. The importance 

of feeding the hungry or clothing the naked… is because this action is being done to Christ.  

It means seeing the face of persons in need, and seeing in that face the face of Christ. 

St. Teresa of Calcutta told us that she served Jesus in his many disguises: the person 

who is poor and hungry or disfigured by disease.  She sought the many faces of Jesus in 

his many disguises throughout her life and this is what brought her to saintly holiness.    

And that is what we are invited to do as well.   The hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the 

naked, the sick, the prisoners—all those in need—have faces and we need to forge 

relationships with them beyond donating money or things.   Are we willing to recognize 

the face of Jesus in them and respond to their needs?   

 We are getting very close to the holiday season, beginning with Thanksgiving on 

Thursday.  We can’t celebrate it as we might like to because of the restrictions, but 

maybe that’s OK this year.   Maybe we need to help the Knights of Columbus in their 

food drive for Mission Benedict this Thursday.  Let’s take a look at our cupboards and 

donate canned and non-perishable items to the many going hungry and are thirsty.  

Maybe we can clean out our closets of unneeded items to help clothe the naked.    Maybe 

we need to call people we know who have been homebound throughout COVID and 

have been like prisoners.  Maybe we need to reach out to those who are sick and those 

who have lost a family member.  We can’t physically meet them, but we can call or text 

them.   

When we look at the faces of those around us, can we FIRST see the face of JESUS 

before we think about this person’s legal status or if they are mentally or physically 

challenged, or if they have completed their schooling or if they are unemployed or 

homeless,  or if they are dependent upon drugs or whatever the issue?  If we can see the 

face of JESUS in his many disguises, Jesus will see OUR faces in how we have 

responded to the most needy among us.   If we recognize Jesus; Jesus will recognize us. 

     On this Feast of Christ the King, the Gospel tells us the criterion for the last 

judgment and those whom we must love and serve.  And so may we see the face of Jesus 

in those who are needy among us and put them in the forefront of our minds, hearts and 

hands. “What you did for one of these least ones, you did for me.”   When we recognize the 

face of Jesus in his many disguises, he will recognize us as well and give us the reward 

of eternal life.   


