
2nd Sunday of Ordinary  

 Last Sunday, we got Jesus baptized, so now it’s time to get to work.  And 

Jesus is going to need some help, so in today’s Gospel, he is recruiting workers. 

 John recommended two men to him, Andrew, and one unnamed other.  

Commentators believe it is probably John, the Evangelist himself.  And Jesus’s 

entire job interview consists of ONE question.  “What are you looking for?” 

 And they answer His question with another question, “Rabbi, where are 

you staying?” 

 That may seem a little odd to us, but it implies quite a lot.   

 First, by calling Jesus, Rabbi, they acknowledge that he is a teacher.  In 

asking where he is staying, they imply that they want to stay with him, and to 

learn from him, and finally to follow him. 

 And Jesus seems happy with this answer, so he invites them to come with 

him.  He has called his first disciples.  And their first experience of being with 

Jesus must have been pretty incredible, because the very next day, Andrew tells 

his brother that he has found the Messiah; the Christ; the one that Israel has been 

waiting for for hundreds of years. 



 Simon checks it out, and Jesus re-names him Peter.  He has called his third 

disciple. 

 But before God became incarnate and spoke to men as a man, he 

communicated in a more….. mysterious way, should I say.  With Moses, He spoke 

from a burning bush.  With Elijah, it was in a whisper after the storm.  And today, 

we hear about the call of Samuel, the great prophet to the first Kings of Israel.  

Initially Saul, and then he was to anoint the great King David. 

 As we heard, it all began with a confusing call to a small boy in the night.  It 

took him four times and some help from Eli to finally get through to him…. But 

Samuel eventually gets it, and replies, “Speak Lord, your servant is listening.”  The 

reading does NOT tell us what the Lord said to Samuel though.  I wonder what it 

was… Perhaps God asked him, “What are you looking for?” 

 Samuel was already in the Temple, staying with the ark, which signified the 

presence of God.  We are told that he grew up and the Lord was with him, so he 

learned from God, and eventually followed Him as a prophet; one of God’s early 

disciples. 

   



 Today, we live in a very busy, very noisy, very distracting world.  But the 

Lord is still speaking.  He is still calling.  But we need to make the time to listen to 

him, to pray.  St. Ignatius said that, “If you don’t schedule prayer into your day… 

you schedule it out.”  Think about that…. “If you don’t schedule prayer into your 

day…. You schedule it out.”  And isn’t that true?  If we plan to pray when we can… 

It doesn’t happen.  And God can’t speak to us if we’re not listening.  And the only 

way to develop a relationship with someone, in this case God,  is to spend time 

with Him… Make time for Him…. And to talk to Him. 

 Quite simply, If we make it a priority to make time to pray…. God will speak 

to us.  He’ll probably say, “What are you looking for?” 

God is STILL recruiting disciples. 

 


