
3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time: 

 The common thread in Today’s readings seems to be Responding. 

 The Ninevites respond to Jonah’s message by putting on sackcloth and 

ashes. 

 The Apostles respond to Jesus’s call by abandoning their nets and leaving 

even their father behind. 

 And, married Corinthian men are acting like they have no wives….Hmmm. 

 Let’s look a little deeper. 

 We pick up the story of Jonah, after he tried running away from God and 

spent three days in the belly of the whale as a consequence.  Jonah gives in, but 

he did NOT want to do this thing, and who could blame him.  The Ninevites are 

notoriously nasty people.  Nineveh was the largest city in the world at the time 

and the people were arrogant warriors that had conquered most of the ancient 

nations, including a good part of Israel.  Who in their right mind would want to 

walk in their midst, and tell them that they are about to be destroyed???  Sounds 

like a suicide mission. 

 But….. They miraculously turn from their evil ways, and as a result, God 

REPENTS.  He RESPONDS, by NOT doing the evil He had planned for them. 

 In the Gospel, we hear St. Mark’s story of Jesus beginning His ministry, and 

He’s preaching a message fairly similar to Jonah’s.  “The time of fulfillment has 

come, the Kingdom of God is at hand,” and this requires the response to repent 

and believe in the Gospel.  And as we heard, two sets of brothers leave everything 

behind to follow Him. 



 This passage was actually very influential for me when I was discerning my 

vocation.  When I was visiting MY brother, Fr. Odo, at the Abbey nearly 20 years 

ago, I was asking God to help me decide what to do with the rest of my life.  And, I 

played Bible Roulette.  You know, when you just randomly open the Book to see 

what God has to say….  Well, it opened to this very passage.  “As he passed by the 

Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and his BROTHER Andrew.”  He said, “Come after 

me; and I will make you fishers of men.”  “He walked along a little farther and saw 

James, the son on Zebedee, and his BROTHER John.  He called them and they left 

their father Zebedee in the boat and followed Him.” 

 Is anyone spotting a pattern here? 

 So, I figured, OK….. OK…. If Jesus first four disciples were BROTHERS, I guess 

He could do something with me and Fr. Odo. 

 And I RESPONDED by joining the Abbey, and here I am today. 

 Now…. About Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, Please, gentlemen, Don’t 

leave your wives.  The circumstances were that they were expecting Christ second 

coming to arrive, like TOMORROW, so, NOTHING else mattered.  And while our 

relationship with God should be primary in our life, we do still have lives to lead.  

We do need to still be responsible….. 

 But….. Jesus is still calling US to repent. … …  And One day, Jonah’s 

prophecy of mass destruction will come true.  Jesus IS coming again. The world as 

we know it will pass away… … … and maybe it will be tomorrow. 

 So…… How do WE RESPOND? 


