
Baptism of the Lord (B) 

 In today’s Gospel from Mark, John is administering a baptism of 

repentance at the Jordan River.  When Jesus came to John, Matthew tells 

us that he protested, saying, “I need to be baptized by YOU, and yet, you 

come to me.”  And we may wonder also, Why would the sinless Christ, 

need to be baptized? 

 Many of the early Church Fathers held the belief that Jesus was 

baptized not to be purified himself, but to purify the water of the Jordan, 

and all of the water of the world, so that it might in turn purify us at our 

baptism. 

 Now, I don’t know how many of you have been to the Jordan 

River, but let me tell you, it is anything BUT pure.  Much of its water  is 

used to irrigate farmland in the area, so what was once a raging river, is 

now more of a trickling ditch.  And the water that is there is runoff from 

those fields, which contains fertilizers and petrochemicals, and at some 

places the river still receives sewage. 

 The water has a sort of …. Neon green hue about it, and smells 

putrid.  It’s really pretty gross.  I would NOT recommend full emersion 

baptism in the Jordan River at Bethany today. 

 If Jesus’ baptism DID purify the water… its effect has worn off over 

the last 20 centuries. 

 Others hold that the Baptism of the Lord is the official 

inauguration of his ministry.  After time in the desert, he comes forth to 

proclaim the Kingdom of God. 

 Perhaps the most compelling reason offered, and the reason that 

it ends the Christmas Season, is because it offers us an example and 

completes incarnation with his total solidarity with humanity, and its 

need to overcome its sinfulness.  At his baptism, a voice from heaven 



declared, “You are my beloved son.”  With our baptism, we become sons 

and daughters of God. 

 In his letter, we heard John speak of the THREE which testify, the 

Spirit, the water, and the blood.  When I think of water and blood, I 

immediately envision the piercing of Jesus heart on the cross, from 

which flowed water and blood.  In the responsorial for today, we are 

told that we will draw water joyfully at the fountain of Salvation, and I 

see that fountain as the heart of Jesus.  At our baptism, we receive the 

Holy Spirit; we are washed of original sin by water; and we are saved by 

the blood of Jesus.  The Spirit, the Water and the Blood. 

 Isaiah says, “I will renew with you the everlasting covenant.”  

When the Israelites entered Canaan after wandering in the desert, the 

water of the Jordan parted as they carried the Ark of the Covenant 

before then into the Promised Land.  When Jesus came out of the Jordan, 

the heavens above him parted, and the Holy Spirit descended. … As the 

rain and snow come down.  And as they do not return until they have 

watered the earth, So Jesus, THE Word of God made flesh, did not return 

until he had done the will of God… achieving the end for which he sent 

it…Which is OUR salvation. 

 John tells us everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ, is 

Begotten by Him, and at our Baptism, we became God’s beloved Sons 

and daughters… But John goes on, that those begotten of God, must 

show their love of God by keeping his commandments, which is love of 

our brothers, and the victory that conquers the World, is our Faith. 

 My brothers and sisters in Baptism… Let us keep the Faith and 

keep the commandments, so that God may say to us, as he did to Jesus, 

“You are my beloved sons and daughters. With YOU, I am well pleased.” 


