
The Acceptance of the Father’s Will

1 | begin
 Pray the Glory Be with your child.
  Tell your child about a time you freely chose to do something very 

difficult (e.g., walked away from a bad friendship, spoke against injustice, 
left your job, etc.). Explain how you struggled before making the choice 
and why you made the choice you did.

  Read John 10:11–18 aloud.

2 | summarize
Summarize this week’s lesson for your child: 
Example: Jesus was God. If he had wanted to stop the Roman and Jewish leaders, he 
could have. But he didn’t. He chose to suffer and die because it was part of God’s plan to 
save us.

3 | review
Review this week’s lesson by asking your child the following questions:
1.  The week before his death, what feast did Jesus go to Jerusalem to

celebrate? (Passover.)
2.  What did Jesus tell his Apostles about his future? (That he would die on the

Cross and rise from the dead on the third day.)
3.  What two Sacraments did Jesus institute at the Last Supper? (The

Eucharist and Holy Orders.)
4.  What did Jesus say to the Father in the Garden of Gethsemane? (“Thy

will be done.”)
5.  From the Cross, whom did Jesus give us to be our Mother? (Mary.)
6.  Name the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary in order. (The Agony in the

Garden, the Scourging at the Pillar, the Crowning with Thorns, the Carrying of the
Cross, the Crucifixion.)
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Lesson Focus | Just as Mary yielded her will to God’s at the Incarnation, so Christ yielded his 
will in the events leading up to his Passion and death. His entrance into Jerusalem, the Last Supper 
and the institution of the Eucharist, the scourging he received, and his death on the Cross were all 
willingly accepted by him because he knew they were all a necessary part of God’s plan of salvation. 
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And going a little 
farther he fell on 
his face and prayed, 
“My Father, if it 
be possible, let this 
chalice pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as you will.”
 —Matthew 26:39

4 | apply
Help your child apply this week’s lesson by asking the following questions:
1.  Have you ever done something difficult because it was the right thing to

do? When? Why? How did you make your decision?
2.  What does the choice Jesus made to suffer and die say about his love for

you?
3.  How can you follow Jesus’ example of obedience and sacrifice every

day?

5 | conclude
 With your child, pray the Hail Holy Queen (see Appendix).

6 | follow up
During the week, do at least one of the following activities with your child:
1. Memorize Matthew 26:39.
2.  On Friday, visit your parish to pray the Stations of the Cross (see

Appendix).
3.  Pick a day on which everyone in the family will work at not complaining

about any of the trials or tasks they face that day. Give a small reward—
such as ice cream or chocolate—to everyone who succeeds.
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