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Brothers and sisters in the faith, 
 
 “In the beginning, [when] God created the heavens and the earth—and the earth was 
without form or shape, with darkness over the abyss and a mighty wind sweeping over the waters” 
(Gen 1:1-2) . . . These are the first words of the Bible from the book of Genesis. In fact, the word 
“genesis” literally means “in the beginning,” and today in the readings we hear about beginnings. 
 When people think of the Bible, they often think of it as a big book. Biblical scholars will 
tell you it’s not really a book but a library of books. Perhaps a better way to think of the Bible is as a 
family album. You remember family albums, don’t you? Before people started to use the internet in 
their daily lives, the family album was a book you would put family pictures in. Families would sit 
together and look at the pictures, sharing stories about family. I feel silly explaining this. It’s like 
talking about phonebooths. 
 The Bible is our family album, the story of our family. We are part of an ancient family tree: 
generations upon generations of people whom God calls to himself; a people called to be holy and 
priestly people. Not only this, but we are also godlike. “God created mankind in his image; in the 
image of God, he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them and God said 
to them: Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it” (1:27-28). Brothers and sisters, we are 
made in the image and likeness of God. We have an intrinsic dignity and holiness. 
 In the first reading from the book of Genesis we just heard proclaimed in this assembly, we 
hear the beginnings of our ancient family tree—the first human family. There is no such thing as a 
family of one: “The Lord God said: It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suited 
to him” (2:18). God parades before Adam all the living creatures of the earth “but none proved to be 
a helper suited to the man” (2:20). Then God creates the first woman, Eve, and brings her to Adam. 
When Adam sees her, he declares in joy “This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. 
. .” (Gen 2:23). This is that primordial acclamation of love which the married couple should know in 
their hearts and speak with their lips to each other on their very first day as husband and wife. On 
every day, on their last day. 
 This is a beautiful story. With our modern minds, we can sometimes cringe that Eve is 
initially dependent on Adam for her existence, but this is a very old story which comes from a time 
where a man is seen as owning his wife, and so the way Eve is born would not have been as 
distasteful in the eyes of people living 4,000 years ago. 
 Pay attention to what happens next. Because Adam sees in Eve someone like himself, 
someone of his own nature—someone complementary to him—he takes her as his wife. Now this 
isn’t the kind of wedding we’re used to—there’s no bridal gown or best man, no bouquet to throw— 
but this ancient story shows us the permanent nature of marriage: “The two of them become one 
body” (2:24). 
 This is what Jesus is referring to in the Gospel reading today. “The Pharisees approached 
and asked [Jesus], ‘Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?’ They were testing him” (Mk 10:2). It 



can be difficult for us to understand how it is that the Pharisees are testing Jesus. After all, like 
today, divorce was common in the ancient world, including in the Jewish faith. Jesus “said to them 
in reply, “‘What did Moses command you?’ They replied, ‘Moses permitted him to write a bill of 
divorce and dismiss her’” (vv. 3-4).  
 Now, Jesus is not your average, every day rabbi. No, he’s God. He knows everything in the 
Bible. We could even say that he is a walking Bible. He knows what is written and why it is written. 
When the Pharisees say that Moses “permitted” divorce, they are referring to the first four verses in 
chapter 24 of the book of Deuteronomy. This is the fifth book in the Bible which the Jewish people 
call the Torah. You can look it up later, but the passage is not about divorce but about remarriage. 
Moses is already assuming that people are going to get divorces, because, like I said, divorce was just 
as common in the ancient world as it is today. 
 In fact, with the Pharisees, there were two schools of thought on the subject. One school 
thought that a man could only divorce a woman if she cheated on him, while another school 
permitted divorce for any reason whatever, “Even if she spoiled a dish for him” (m. Gitten 9:10). 
There’s another rabbi who said that a man can divorce his wife “even if he found another woman 
better looking.” 
 The Pharisees are trying to draw Jesus into their fights over interpretation of the Bible. 
They are expecting him to take a side. What happens? Well, Jesus crushes them with what he says 
next. “Jesus told them, ‘Because of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this commandment. But 
from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female. For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and mother [and be joined to his wife], and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are 
no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, no human being must 
separate’” (Mk 10:5-9). Jesus quotes from the book of Genesis, the story of the marriage of Adam and 
Eve, which we just heard. Jesus shows that originally, God intended marriage to be permanent. 
 Jesus goes even further when he is alone with apostles. “He said to them, ‘Whoever divorces 
his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and 
marries another, she commits adultery” (vv. 11-12). During Jesus’ time, the Roman empire allowed 
women to divorce their husbands, too. Jesus has a radical teaching about marriage. He bypasses all the 
arguments—and we have our own arguments today—and goes back to the beginning of our family 
history to show that God hates divorce (cf. Mal 2:16) and he intends marriage to be permanent: 
“bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” 
 It is difficult for a celibate man to talk about divorce. We priests don’t get married, after all. 
However, we do understand what it means to be a human being, what it means to love, and what it 
means to be a part of a family, and we understand what God has intended for our human family, 
stretching back to the very beginning. Just as in Moses’ time and in Jesus’ time, divorce is still with 
us today, even among Catholics. In fact, a 2015 Pew Research Center study found that “a quarter of 
American Catholic adults (25%) have been divorced themselves, and roughly a third (9% of all 
Catholic adults) are currently remarried.” These are distressing statistics—it’s not normal— so we 
shouldn’t be okay with it, but we also shouldn’t judge anyone among us who have had this sad 
experience. It wasn’t like they planned to get divorced. 
 Here is the key to the readings, though. Jesus said that Moses permitted divorce because of 
the hardness of hearts. Brothers and sisters, love is more than feelings, it’s more than butterflies in the 
stomach. Love is a choice and often we can choose to just turn off our hearts, to put them on “do not 
disturb”. In your life, has there ever been a time where someone hurt you and you know that you 



should forgive them but you just decide “No. I’m done with that person”? Or maybe you’re just bored 
or tired with someone? Maybe you just “don’t get anything out of it” anymore? It is probably more 
common than we would like to admit. This can happen in any relationship, but it’s the worst in 
marriage. People just turn off their hearts and cut them out of their life, and it can be over anything, 
even things smaller than an overcooked meal. 
 I mentioned before that the Bible is our family album, our story. Sometimes we take out the 
family album and someone points to a picture and says “who is that?” and it is someone that is not 
in our family anymore or someone no one talks to anymore. And there are lots of different kinds of 
families. Jesus himself had step-brothers. I recognize there are exceptions too, especially when abuse 
is involved, but I think we can learn from Jesus’ debate over divorce by focusing on what it means to 
harden one’s heart. 
 As we approach the altar of grace to feed on the very body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ—who never gives up on us, who is never done with us, who loved us so much that he gave 
everything for us—let us recommit to our relationships with people, let us allow the Eucharist to 
soften our hearts. Maybe it’s time to take out the family album again and tell the stories of our 
families. When we leave this assembly to go out into the world and proclaim the good news of 
salvation in Jesus Christ to all whom we meet, let’s do it with softened hearts. It’s time to be done 
with family grudges. It’s time to say “I’m sorry.” It’s time to forgive. 


