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Is 53:10-11 
Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 

Heb 4:14-16 
Mk 10:45 

Mk 10:35-45 
 

 If you were reading the gospel reading in the missal while I was proclaiming it, 
you might have noticed that parts of the reading are bracketed. There’s a choice of a 
longer reading, or a short reading. When I was a little kid growing up, I always 
followed along with the missal and when I saw a bracketed gospel reading, I was 
always like “say the short one, Father! Say the short one!” I think I was more 
concerned with having a sausage McMuffin with Egg at McDonald’s after Mass than 
hearing Father’s long gospel reading. Well, today, I didn’t use the short one. Oh well. 
Sorry little one. I read the longer version because it focuses on James and John and 
the human response to Jesus. It’s important, so stay with me. 

In the gospel reading proclaimed today, we continue our journey with Jesus 
and the other disciples on the way to Jerusalem. If you look this reading up in the 
Bible, it’s in Mark, chapter 10. Right before today’s reading in the Bible, Jesus has just 
predicted his own death, and for the second time. He says to them, “Behold, we are 
going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests 
and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and hand him over to the 
Gentiles who will mock him, spit upon him, scourge him, and put him to death, but 
after three days he will rise” (Mk 10:33-34) This handful of verses are—along with the 
last verse of the reading—are important in understanding the gospel reading today. 

 Today, Jesus is teaching us about power, what it means to lead, to be “in 
charge”. What does our culture teach us about power? Perhaps one good example is 
the book The 48 Laws of Power. Written over twenty years ago, it has become a 
bestseller. In this book, you can supposedly learn how to rise to the top in life, get 
rich, be respected, and even be famous. This book has influenced many entrepreneurs, 
musical artists, actors, and professional athletes. In the book, the author, Robert 



Greene, distills the “secrets” of power he learned after researching major figures of 
history. 

 Here are some of the laws: Never put too much trust in friends, use your 
enemies. The argument goes that your friends will envy and resent you for your 
success and maybe even turn against you, but enemies you can befriend and trick 
them into helping your success. Here’s a few more: court attention at all costs. Stand 
out from the crowd. Don’t hang out with losers but only with the winners. Use 
selective honesty and generosity to disarm your victim. Get them to trust you with 
one act of honesty and then deceive them. Pose as a friend, work as a spy. Always say 
less than necessary because powerful people impress by talking less. Crush your 
enemy totally. 

 I don’t need to continue listing these supposed “laws” of power for you to 
understand what they mean. Essentially, the laws of power are about using people—
even your friends and family—to get to the top. Power at all costs. This is the promise 
of our culture. In many ways, this is the “gospel” of our culture. Good news! You, too, 
can get rich, be popular, and crush anyone who turns against you. They never tell you 
what it will cost you, though. 

 I mentioned before that Jesus predicted his own death, and he does so in the 
gospel of Mark a total of three times. There is a pattern: each time Jesus mentions his 
impending crucifixion, the disciples don’t understand, and then Jesus teaches them 
important lessons. Today, Jesus has already predicted his death and now Mark shows 
us how James and John don’t really get it: “Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
came to him and said to him, ‘Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of 
you.’ He replied, ‘What do you wish [me] to do for you?’ They answered him, ‘Grant 
that in your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at your left’” (Mk 10:35-
37). 

 James and John have issues with power. You might remember another story 
about James and John where they want to call down fire from heaven to destroy their 
enemies, just because they won’t let them pass through the town as a shortcut. Indeed, 
they are given the nickname “Boanerges”: sons of thunder. Today, they want to rule 
with Jesus in his “glory”. Notice how they approach Jesus away from the other 
apostles. They want to get in on the ground floor, and they don’t want the other 
apostles to know what they’re up to. 



 Jesus uses the example of the ambition of James and John to teach about what 
it means to be a leader to the rest of the disciples: “Jesus summoned them and said to 
them, ‘You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones make their authority over them felt. But it shall not 
be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; 
whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For the Son of Man did 
not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many’” (vv. 42-
45). 

 Jesus does not follow the laws of power. He’s a leader who teaches openly and 
to everyone, not one who remains silent so he can get respect. In the Roman empire, 
any soldier could force a Jew to drop whatever they were doing at the moment and go 
to work for them, so Jesus’ disciples would know all about power being lorded over 
them. Remember that the bystander Simon of Cyrene was forced to help Jesus carry 
his cross. Those soldiers definitely make their authority over those living in Israel felt. 
No one wants to be treated that way. Jesus says that those who want to lead must 
serve.  

 Jesus says that, for those who wish to lead, they must be “the slave of all” (v. 44). 
For Jesus, the one in charge is not someone who takes advantage of their power to get 
whatever they want, but to help the people on their team to do their very best. The 
one “in charge” is still willing to clean toilets, to take people to doctor’s 
appointments, to do the same work that everyone else on the team does. I really 
appreciate that TV show “Undercover Boss” where the leader of a major corporation 
works the job of the lowest employee in the company. Often, they learn a lot, they 
learn that a real leader must be willing to not only get in on the ground floor—like 
James and John—but to work on the ground floor. 

 When we consider leadership to be a role of service, then everyone can be “in 
charge” by helping others around them, by taking care of everyone on the team. Jesus 
doesn’t follow the laws of power. Instead of sacrificing others to get his way, Jesus 
sacrifices himself. Or, as the prophet Isaiah puts it, he “gives his life as an offering for 
sin” (Is 53:10) and “through his suffering [he] shall justify many, and their guilt he shall 
bear” (v. 11). 

 There is no god as great as our God. Our God loves us so much that he wanted 
to share in our lives, he wanted to be at the ground floor with us. He is closest to us in 



our darkest moments, and, through his suffering, he is in solidarity with us. As the 
second reading points out to us, “We do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has been tested in every way, yet 
without sin” (He 4:15). Jesus doesn’t follow the rules of power. He hangs out with the 
lowest of society, especially those who do not know him. He doesn’t hang out with 
winners because he knows that true winners, in their service to others, help those who 
are struggling. 

 The second reading also encourages us to “hold fast to our confession” (v. 14). 
That is, no matter how difficult things are—whether in our sad and divided society or 
even in the Church—we hold fast, we don’t give up on our faith. We don’t have to do 
it alone because Jesus has already won the battle. Through his death and resurrection, 
we can now “confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find 
grace for timely help” (v. 16). Jesus’ throne of glory is the cross and the altar 
symbolizes that. As the gifts are brought to the altar, bring your needs too. Offer your 
sufferings to God, your hopes, your dreams. Jesus transforms the gifts we offer him 
into his body and blood and then gives them back to us. Food for the journey to the 
heavenly kingdom. 

 James and John are still learning what the journey of Jerusalem will involve and 
so are we, but it’s worth remembering that those who sit with Jesus on his throne of 
glory were thieves— “one on his right, the other on his left” (Lk 22:33). If we follow the 
laws of power, we may end up rich and famous, but we will be alone because we’ve 
taken advantage of everyone to get to the top. If we follow Jesus’ example of power, 
we bring together, spread joy, gain the trust of others, and if we hold fast to our 
confession, we bring the lowest of society—those who do not yet know Jesus—along 
the journey, which leads to glory. 


