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Twenty- Eighth Sunday Ordinary Cycle B October 10, 2021 

Wisdom 7: 7-11, Hebrews 4:12-13, Mark 10:17-30 

 

In our Gospel reading today, Jesus encounters a man seeking 

eternal life.  The man desires to know what must be done to inherit 

eternal life; it is a question we all ask in our heart. 

Jesus answers by reciting several of the Ten Commandments 

relating to a person’s relationship with his neighbors.  The man 

claims he has kept all of these from his youth, to which Jesus 

responds, “You are lacking in one thing.  Go sell what you have, and 

give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come 

follow me.”  The man is shocked by this response.  He leaves the 

scene in sadness because he has many possessions. 

As we hear today’s Gospel, there’s a temptation to think it is all 

about money.  Today, we have allowed money to become a symbol of 

our lives; it represents our sweat and labor.  It represents food on 

our table and a roof over our heads.  We forget that the money we 

have is never really ours.  Like everything else in this world it is a gift 

from God; it really belongs to Him. 

It is our task to discover how it is that God wants us to return the 

money to Him…often with interest.  We can give money to the 

missions, the church, or the poor…when we do this we are giving 

away a part of our lives to help others.    
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The key factor is our attitude when we give.   

• We can give through the Lord’s teaching in sacrifice and 

thanksgiving, in an acknowledgment of where all our blessings 

come from, or  

• we can give for the wrong reasons with selfish attitudes, or  

• we can fail to give back at all. 

 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God.” 

 

Think now of all the wonderful things we have.  Are they helping us 

on our way to God, or are they getting in the way? 

Our ultimate purpose in life is to earn our eternal happiness with 

God.  Are all the things we treasure leading us there? 

 

A family exercise to consider is to make a list of the things in our 

home that we are keeping, but not really using to the fullest.  Think of 

ourselves as camels carrying heavy loads of “stuff”, and we have the 

opportunity to get rid of some of it!  We can make it a competition, or 

a seasonal event. This can become a healthy family tradition. 
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St. Mary Parish used to have a large rummage sale, which reminds 

me of another church that put a notice in their bulletin that read: 

• Attention: all ladies of the parish.      

 This coming Saturday we are having our annual 

rummage sale. It is a good opportunity for you to take note 

of  the things around your house that no longer have any 

value to you.  Bring your husband! 

 

Jesus is looking at us, just like He looked at the young man. 

• He is asking us to follow Him. 

• He is advising us that we have too many things. 

• He is reminding us to give to the poor. 

It is up to each of us to listen, and to follow.  

We might be tempted to respond like his disciples and say, 

“Then who can be saved?” 

 

Remember well His response to them and to us: 

“For human beings it is impossible, but not for God.  All things 

are possible for God.” 


