
1st Sunday of Advent© 

 It’s the first Sunday of Advent.  Y’all know what that means.  Only 27 more 

shopping days until Christmas. 

 We have left behind the green of ordinary time just as nature has shed it’s 

green leaves.  Instead, we wear Violet.  We will wear these same vestments 

during the Lenten season, but then they will be called purple.  Just as purple calls 

us to penitential preparation for Easter, so violet calls us to prepare for the come 

of the Christ child at Christmas. 

 Advent was originally a little lent, but with all of the early pariess, joyous 

celebrations, merry wishes and shopping going on….. it’s very difficult to enter 

into a penitential frame of mind.  But let us NOT forget to somehow prepare our 

hearts for the coming of the Christ. 

Again today, the preface of the Eucharistic prayer gives us some insight 

about what what the Church really intends for us to concentrate on in today’s 

liturgy.  It speaks of the TWO comings of Christ.  And our readings do the same. 

 The prophet Jeremiah lived during the time of the Babylonian siege of 

Jerusalem.  He witnessed the destruction of the city, the devastation of the 

Temple, the murder of the Davidic King, and the exile of his fellow Jews. 

 So, He speaks of God’s promise to raise up a shoot of David to again 

assume the throne of Israel and make it great again.  He is pointing to the first 

coming of the Christ here on Earth.  And so his prophecies will be fulfilled in the 

Birth of Jesus of Nazareth.  The Christ, come forth from the Virgin at the stable in 

Bethlehem.  That’s the first coming.  So…. What is the other coming of Christ? 

 St. Paul speaks to the Thessalonians about the Coming of our Lord Jesus 

with all of His Holy Ones.  And he warns them to conduct themselves as he 



instructed them, so that they would be blameless in holiness.  It seems they 

should be prepared for this Second Coming.  And in the Gospel, Jesus gets a little 

more graphic about this second coming, and we hear again about the coming on 

the clouds.  And, as Paul tells the Thessalonians, so Jesus warns us to be prepared 

for that day.  Do NOT let it catch you by surprise like a trap! 

 Well…. Okay, so… How long do we have to prepare for this second coming 

of Christ?  Well…. We have the rest of our lives…. But…. Unfortunately, we do 

NOT know how long that is.  Is it 27days??? Or is it 27 years??? Will we live to a 

fine old age?? Or will we be hit by a truck tomorrow? 

 When we see the signs in the Sun and the Moon and the Stars… it will be 

too late.  The fact is…. We have to be READY…. Today…. And every day of our 

lives, for the end of our earthy lives, and our birth into Eternal life. 

 What do we want to do to be prepared to meet Jesus face to face.  Should 

we pray more and get closer to God?  Should we be more generous with those 

who are less fortunate than we are?  Should we resolve any differences we might 

have with our neighbor, to forgive someone and establish true Peace in our 

hearts? 

 Jesus warns us to be vigilant.  Not to let our hearts become drowsy from 

carousing and drunkenness, or even jus the anxieties of daily life.  But we must 

keep our eyes, our cares, our focus on Christ, that we may be prepared.  Then 

when He comes again, when our imminent earthly end catches up to us… Then 

we may stand erect and raise our heads because our redemption will be at hand. 

  

 



 We have 27 days to shop and prepare for this year’s celebration of the birth 

of the Lord as a man, which made possible our redemption.  What preparation 

must we still make to claim that redemption, and the thus celebrate our own 

Eternal re-birth…. As Saints. 


