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33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time Cycle B  November 14, 2021 

Daniel 12: 1-3;  Hebrews 10:  11-14, 18;  Mark 13: 24-32 

 

The first reading and the Gospel today show us clearly that we are 

coming to the end of the Church Year.  Consequently, we begin to 

meditate, once again, on the end of the world, as we know it.   

Our eternal life will be one of happiness or misery, or as Daniel put  it 

in the first reading, 

“ Some shall live forever, 

Others shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace.” 

 

We know the world will end some day, all things do.  What we don’t 

know is when this will happen.  It could be millions of years in the 

future, or it could be before this Advent starts.  It is best to be 

prepared.  Mark quotes Jesus as saying: 

But of that day or hour, no one knows, 

Neither the angels in heaven, Nor the Son, 

But only the Father. 

 

When or how this world will end is of no great importance to the true 

believer; what is important is that we will be leaving this world, and 

our eternal life will depend on how well or how poorly we have 

prepared for our departure. 
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The message we must learn from today’s gospel is very simple…we 

must always be ready to face our judgment.  Just as we prepare for 

winter, just as we prepare for the end of our own lives or for those 

we love, we must prepare for the end times.   

In His mercy, God gives us different signs that He will be calling us.  

He gives us the seasons to remind us that nothing on earth is 

permanent; He allows illness, poverty, natural disasters, war and 

other violence; He is constantly reminding all of us to be ready when 

His final call comes.   

Generously and gladly, God will help us, but we must cooperate with 

that help.  We received Baptism as infants, and then the sacraments 

of Reconciliation and Holy Communion.  But  it is imperative that we 

continue to live in the way that the Church and God provides for us.  

We are advised to stay on the right road, but too many of us forget 

the importance of every Confession, every Communion, and every 

Mass.    

When we think about the end of the world, or the end of our own life, 

we must seriously stop, think, and prepare.   

We have only one life on earth, one short chance to get it right.  We 

must check ourselves daily to make sure we are in the state of grace.  

If we have faltered, it is our responsibility to get to confession, which 

hopefully will return us to that state of grace.   

We must establish a loving relationship with God, well before death 

comes, so that when death comes, we already know Him and He 

know us intimately.   

A very practical way to see how we stand in relation to God and to 

the things of this world is for each one of us to ask ourselves: 

How would I fare if I were called home today? 

Am I ready for the most important trip of my life? 
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These are the practical questions that God, through today’s 

readings, is asking us to put to ourselves.   

 

If to our dismay , we find there are several things which have to be 

put right before facing almighty God, it behooves us to start putting 

things right  immediately.   

(It is always easiest to clean up spilled milk immediately, before it 

sours.)  Or,  as one of the humorous rules of life puts it: 

It’s easier to eat crow while it’s still warm! 

In other words, set things right as soon as you can.  You may get 

another chance to right your wrongs, and you may not! 

 

If we value our eternal happiness, we will take this warning; we will 

put our lives in order; we will make peace with God and our 

neighbors…and with God’s grace we will do all in our power to 

persevere in this good resolution.   

 

Our future will depend on how we spend these years on earth.  We 

can waste them and arrive empty-handed at the end of our journey, 

or we can spend them well, and look forward in joyful anticipation to 

hear those welcome words: 

Come you blessed of My Father, 

Possess the kingdom prepared for you. 

 

The choice is entirely in our hands. 

 


