
3rd Sunday of Advent © 

 There was a young man, let’s call him Frank,,,, who was always 

looking forward.  When he was in grade school, he couldn’t wait for high 

school.  When he was in high school, he couldn’t wait for college.  When 

in College, he couldn’t wait to get a job and get married.  Once married, 

he couldn’t wait for children.  Once he HAD children, he couldn’t wait 

until they were grown up and out of the house.  He couldn’t wait for 

retirement.  And once he retired… since he was a good Christian… he felt 

he had nothing else to WAIT for….. but to MEET GOD. 

 And in the Gospel today, all of the people are filled with 

expectation, and they wonder if John is the Messiah.  Is HE the one that 

they have been waiting for?   But John says one Mightier than he is 

coming…. So hold on…. Just….. WAIT! 

 And isn’t that what the season of Advent is all about?  Waiting and 

preparing for the upcoming encounter with God.  Christmas is coming 

and Jesus is being born.  Emmanuel—God among us. 

 And as a time of preparation, like Lent, Advent is also something 

of a time of repentance, and so, like Lent, the Liturgical color for Advent 

violet…almost purple. 

 But … WAIT!  The prophet Zephaniah tells us that, The King of 

Israel… the Lord… is on our Midst…. So SHOUT with JOY! 

 And the Psalm tells us to Cry out with Joy and gladness… for 

Among YOU…. Is the Holy one of Israel. 

 And Paul tells the Philippians, AND US….. REJOICE in the Lord 

always… and he says it again! Rejoice!  The lord is near.  Have NO 

anxiety at all. 



 Today is Gaudate Sunday.  I wear Rose, rather than the usual 

purple, as a sign of the Theological conundrum we find ourselves in. 

 We are penetentially waiting for the Lord to come at Christmas, 

and the penitential color is Purple.  And yet we REJOICE, because He is 

already in our Midst.  He is Risen from the dead, he is Here Right Now, 

this Morning in the Eucharist, and the color of Easter is White….. So, if 

you mix the two together……. Purple and white….. you get a sort of Rose 

color. 

 So, while we rejoice in Christ presence with us….. we still patiently 

wait.  Not just for Christmas, but also for the second coming of Christ, 

when God will be All in All—The great conclusion to God’s creation. 

 

 So… God…. Christ HAS Come already….. REJOICE! 

 And YET…. Not fully…….. not yet……. Repent…. Wait…… Prepare. 

 

 Already……………….. Not Yet! 

 

 This is Advent. 

 This is our Lives. 

 

Like Frank, we wait for what is coming. 

 But….. Let’s not forget to REJOICE!  In what is already here. 


