
4th Sunday of Advent © 

  Well, it’s REALLY CLOSE now; only days, until Christmas.  If 

you haven’t gotten your cards in the mail by now… It’s almost TOO late.  

You might be sending New Year’s cards this year.  And if you haven’t 

done your shopping by now, you’re going to be paying over-night 

delivery fees for on-line purchasing or—You’re going to have to go 

stand in line at Costco with all of the other procrastinators.  Mary and 

Joseph have arrived.  I told them we didn’t have any room for them, so 

they’re camping behind the Church on the parish office lawn. 

 And what readings does the Church give us to contemplate in 

these last few days? 

 In the Gospel passage from Luke, we are presented with the actual 

fact of Jesus incarnate.  He is not yet born, but within Mary’s womb he is 

recognized by another prenatal character, John the Baptist, which is 

then verbalized by the elderly Elizabeth, who calls Mary, “The mother of 

my LORD.”  So she is the first to recognize the significance of this child.  

She calls him Lord.  So he will be--- The Lord Messiah… But, what does 

that mean? 

 Well, the Prophet Micah gives us the typical picture of the Hebrew 

concept of Messiah.  He will come forth from Bethlehem, being a 

descendent of David, the greatest of all Jewish Kings, and he shall be a 

good shepherd—a great ruler;  A majestic King of all the earth, with NO 

opposition, therefore…. He shall be Peace. 

 And yet… the Letter to the Hebrews presents Christ to us NOT as a 

domineering Monarch, but as a humble servant.  The taking of a human 

body by Jesus Christ was not so that he could Lord it over the earth in 



the accepted kingly manner…. But rather he came to be a humble 

servant.  To do the Father’s will.  And that will is that he save the human 

race.  That’s right.  That he save you and me. 

 And he does that with his body.  By sacrificing his Body and 

Blood—giving up his human life for love of us.  That we would be saved. 

 And in the psalm today, we pray, “Lord, make us turn to you, let us 

see your FACE and we shall be saved.” 

 The human eye has great peripheral vision; up to about 180 

degrees.  But to really focus on something… you have to face it.  You 

have to be looking right at it.  So as long as we are fixed on the Lord, 

we’re facing and moving in the right direction.  But if we get distracted 

by the lures of the world, we can get off course, or if God-forbid, we get 

over come by evil; we could even totally turn our back on God. 

 Jesus says at one point, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 

then looks back, is fit for the Kingdom of God.  And I remember driving 

tractor as a kid, that if I started looking to the side….. pretty soon, I was 

steering to the side, and Man…. Would those crooked rows make Dad 

MAD! 

 So, we pray, “Lord, make us Turn To You………in that way, we turn 

our back on evil, and if we focus on Jesus face, we won’t be distracted. 

 Yes, Christmas is close.  The celebration of the Birth of Jesus in his 

human body is only days away. 

 And the celebration of our participation in that body is even close.  

It’s going to happen right here on this altar. 

 Draw near and be saved. 

 Come Lord Jesus! 


