
Epiphany 2022 

 Today we celebrate Epiphany, which is widely accepted as the visit of the 

Magi to the Christ Child in Bethlehem. 

 In the monastic tradition, the Epiphany is a 3-fold event, NOT just the visit 

of the Wisemen, but also the Baptism of the Lord in the Jordan, and the Wedding 

at Cana.  (Hmmm, now it’s starting to sound like the Luminous Mysteries of the 

Rosary.) 

 You see, an Epiphany is defined as a Manifestation or Revelation of 

immense importance.  And what is it that is being manifested, and revealed, and 

illuminated by all three of these events is nothing less than the most important 

thing in history; That Jesus Christ IS LORD! 

 I’ll save the Baptism and wedding for later dates.  They have their own 

celebrations and I’ll need something to preach about on those days.  So, Let’s dig 

deeper into the importance of the Visit of the Maji. 

 The scene is foretold by the Prophet Isaiah as we heard.  This prophecy was 

written as the Babylonian exile was ending, and the Jews were allowed to return 

to Israel, by decree of the Persian King, Cyrus.  Which was wonderful, but then 

they were faced with the daunting task of re-building what the Babylonians had 

destroyed some decades earlier. 

 Isiah gave them hope that not only their sons and daughters would return 

to Jerusalem, but that Nations would walk by its light, Kings by its shining 

radiance. 



 That the riches of the Sea and the wealth of the nations would be bourn as 

gifts of tribute to the Lord, by caravans of Camels.  And it’s important that the 

tribute come from beyond Israel; From Midian, Ephah and Sheba, bearing gold 

and frankincense. 

 As Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles tells the Ephesians and US that this is 

important, Because It’s been revealed to him personally and to the prophets and 

holy Apostles by the Spirit, that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same 

body and co-partners in the promise in Christ Jesus, through the Gospel. 

 Before this, salvation was thought to be only for the Jews, but now, by 

celestial signs, people are being called from Arabia and Africa to come and pay 

homage to the new-born King whose star has arisen in the sky over all men, for all 

mankind, not just for a chosen race or gender or any other affiliation. 

 And that means that WE also are included in those who are saved.  Jesus 

was born, God became a man to offer himself as ransom for the sins of the 

Jews…. The sins of the Arabs…. The sins of the Africans… and OUR sins TOO.  WE 

share in that promise…. That Good News of the Gospel. 

 It’s actually rather ironic, that in the end, the Jews for the most part, reject 

this miraculous birth of paramount importance, because he doesn’t fit the 

Messiah King of worldly prominence that they were expecting.  They brought him 

gold and frankincense, but He was not a King of worldly relevance. 

 Let’s look again at the prophecy of Isiah.  What was coming forth from 

Jerusalem?  Why was it being venerated??  Because, upon it, the Lord Shines?  

Over it appears His Glory.  It provides light and shining radiance. 



 The people in darkness have seen a Great Light.  Could they have found it 

by following a newly risen star.  In the Book of Revelation, St. John tells us that in 

the New Jerusalem, we will no longer need light from lamps or the Sun, for the 

Lord God will give us light.  He Himself will shine on us… Then, He and WE, will 

reign in eternal light…… forever. 


