
4th Ordinary Sunday ©2022 

 Have you ever noticed that the farther away someone comes 

from….. the more impressive they MUST BE? 

 I mean, in the seminary, if we brought in a retreat Master from the 

East Coast, or could afford to fly someone in from Rome…. WOW!  He 

MUST BE great!  And yet, we had this Fr. Jeremy on our own faculty, who 

would end up Abbot, and just a couple of weeks ago, he preached a 

retreat to the Bishops of the Western United States, which we heard 

Archbishop Sample say was incredible.  We already had someone 

awesome, in our midst. 

 Or, look at Oktoberfest.  If they bring in a band from Munich, 

Everyone is impressed and all agog… But I think the Zollners might 

actually be more talented.  Again, we have greatness, in our midst. 

 But, it’s true, Familiarity, does seem to result in…. shall we say, 

diminished appreciation. 

 

 And in the readings for today, we see the same sort of thing 

happening.  God is sending Jeremiah to speak against Judah’s kings and 

princes, against its priests and people.  He’s a fellow Israelite, and they 

don’t want to hear anything BAD from him.  They are NOT impressed. 

 He is a prophet.  He is NOT accepted in his native place. 

 Then in the Gospel…. Jesus goes home to Nazareth.  At first, they 

are amazed at the gracious words that come from his mouth… But then 

somebody reasons out loud,… “Hey, wait a minute… Isn’t this the kid 

from down the street?  He’s a carpenter; he’s not an educated rabbi.  

Where does he get this stuff?” 



 Then Jesus pretty much blatantly insults them with stories of Elijah 

and Elisha.  He, like Jeremiah, tells them things they don’t want to hear.  

They are no longer impressed, and perhaps as a premonition of things to 

come…they try to kill him. 

 Perhaps it is true that familiarity does breed contempt. 

“It’s easier to be infatuated from afar… with someone you don’t know. 

 So, what is it that really upset the people so much that they wanted 

to kill this native son?  After all, they did start out all proud of him. 

 Luke Timothy Johnson suggests, that it’s for the same reason that 

many Jews rejected Christianity in the Acts of the Apostles.  It’s because 

this ‘good news’….. was not exclusively for the Jews.  As we will hear 

Simeon exclaim on Wednesday, at the Feast of the Presentation of the 

Lord, “this child will be a light to ALL nations.”   …  And here Jesus is 

likening himself to the prophets Elijah and Elisha who worked wonders 

for the Gentiles… not for Israel.  BUT….  isn’t Israel the chosen people of 

God?   And Jesus worked wonders in Capernaum…. But not in Nazareth.  

They don’t want to hear anything that isn’t Good News for them.  They’ll 

just stick with the OLD Covenant, thank you very much.  And get rid of 

this crazy radical carpenter. 

…………………………………. 

 But God is Bigger than just Israel.   

 Before he formed all of us in the womb, Jeremiah, you and me, and 

every single one of the billions of souls in between… he knew us all.  

Before we were born he dedicated us. 

 And he dedicated us NOT to the Old Law, but to the NEW Covenant.  

A Covenant in Jesus’ Blood.  The Covenant we celebrate here, at This Mass 

today….The Covenant of Love. 



 Because,…as Paul says,  “If I have the gift of prophecy, and 

comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge; if I have all faith so as to 

move mountains, but do… not …have…. love….. I am nothing. 

“Love hears all things…. Believes all things…. Hopes all things….. endures 

all things. 

 AND when all else passes away and the PERFECT comes…. Faith, 

Hope, and Love remain… these three-----But, the greatest of these is Love. 

 Love NEVER FAILS!”…..And LOVE IS FOR ALL!!! 

So… maybe we don’t have to look thousands of miles away to find 

someone who is really great; absolutely awesome.  It’s true.  All of us, if 

we strive earnestly for the greatest spiritual gifts…. And do so  with 

love….. 

Someone from our hometown could be…. Impressive! 

 In fact, YOU CAN… .Be Truly awesome.   

We…. Can  ALL   …    BE….. HOLY! 


