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Baptism of the Lord Cycle C January 9, 2022 

Isaiah 40: 1-5,9-11;  Titus 2: 11-14, 3: 4-7;  Luke 3: 15-16, 21-22 

 

Good things come to us when we are sensitive to 

God’s presence in our everyday lives.  Many of us 

wake each morning while it is still dark.  We move 

robotically through our routines, preparing for the 

day.  Gradually the light overtakes the darkness, yet 

we scarcely notice. 

 

God’s presence is like that.  It is often so subtle that 

we hardly perceive it.  Yet, as sure as the new day, 

God is waiting there for us to recognize his presence.   

 

Like that beautiful sunrise, God’s presence is all 

around us, if we only take the time to notice.    These 

are the moments when we can catch a small glimpse 

of what we think heaven must be like.  
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Good things can also come to us, when we are 

sensitive to God’s unconditional love in our everyday 

lives.  We encounter his unconditional love through 

many ways:   prayer, other people, events, nature, 

the sacraments, and more.   

 

 

In January, we ring in the New Year with all of its 

hope and promise.  We make resolutions to become 

better people and to give ourselves a fresh start.  We 

want something better and different for ourselves 

and for our families.  There’s something about 

newness that stirs energy and excitement in us.  

What are your hopes for the New Year?  Will we 

remember to seek God’s presence in our lives? 
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Our Gospel recalls Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan.  It 

declares God’s presence and his unconditional love 

for his son. 

This Baptism was a celebration of love.  There was no 

mistaking God’s love here; it burst forth from the 

heavens, His voice proclaimed: 

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 

 

There’s a wonderful children’s story entitled The 

Scarecrow’s Dance, written by Jane Yolen.  In this 

tale, the scarecrow is feeling much like us, as he 

stands alone in his field.  One day a wild wind sets 

him free from his post.  He dances and spins with joy 

through the air.  As he glides by a bedroom window, 

he hears a child’s voice thanking God for the scare-

crow, who protects the crops.  Amazed and delighted 

to be so deeply regarded, the scarecrow races back 

to his post and finds that it fits his soul, just right. 
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Like the scarecrow, we all need to know that God is 

well-pleased with us.  How do we reach this place of 

knowing? 

 

Just for today, believe that someone is thanking God 

for your presence in their lives.  Take time with the 

beautiful scriptures that speak of God’s great love for 

us.  Before you begin, ask for the grace to see and 

hear these words, written as words of love…just for 

you.   

Then, follow Jesus into the Jordan.  When you 

emerge, you will hear God say: 

You are my beloved…I am well pleased. 

 

 


