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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time    Cycle C   10-2-22 
 

Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2: 2-4;    2 Timothy 1: 6-8, 13-14;     Luke 17: 5-10 

 
 

On our spiritual journey, we have heard a lot of  

comments, questions, and statements about the word - 

FAITH.  Some of  these are: 

 You need more faith. 

 Where’s your faith? 

 Have faith and the Lord will provide. 

 Your faith has saved you. 

In our gospel today, we heard the apostles say to the 

Lord, “Increase our faith.” 

 

To that, Jesus replied:  “If  you have faith the size of  a 

mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree ‘Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea’ and it would obey 

you.”   

 

So when the disciples ask him to increase their faith, 

the implied meaning of  Jesus’ answer is;   “You’ve 

already got all the faith you need - even a mustard seed 

measure is enough - now it is up to you to do something 

with it.” 
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Aren’t there times in life - seasons of  challenge and 

suffering, of  doubt and despair - when you and I may be 

tempted to roll our eyes heavenward and sigh aloud, 

If  only I had more faith! 

 

What Jesus seems to be saying about those situations 

of  trial and challenge is that it’s not more faith we need; 

we just need to take the faith we’ve already been given 

and use it to serve the Father. 

 

In many of  our lives, I think, we operate under the 

premise that we are always right .  We don’t want to 

listen to the opinions of  others.  The following story 

illustrates that point. 

 

There was a good Christian man who was having 

trouble with bulging eyeballs, a flushed red face, severe 

neck pain, and ringing ears.   The doctor had trouble 

diagnosing his illness, so in great faith the man prayed 

to God.   

 

When the problems persisted, he went the round of  

other doctors, having his tonsils removed, his thyroid 

tested, some of  his teeth removed.  All to no avail.   
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Despite his prayers, a doctor finally told him that he 

only had about 6 months to live.  Saddened, he quit his 

job to put his life in order.  He ordered a new suit and 

shirt for the funeral.  The tailor measured him and wrote 

down 16 ½ for his neck size.   

 

The man corrected him, “No, I am a 15 ½.”   

 

The tailor measured him again and said, “You are a 16 

½.”   

 

The man insisted he had always been a 15 ½ and 

wanted his shirt to be that size. 

 

“Well, alright,” said the tailor, “just don’t come back 

here complaining if  you have ringing in the ears, 

bulging eyes, severe neck pain, and a flushed face!” 

 

Approximately 9 years ago, my wife, Pat, and I had the 

opportunity to move to Mt. Angel and join St. Mary 

Parish. What really touched us, and still impresses us 

today, is the deep deep faith you all share.  We felt 

blessed by that faith then and now.   

 

That is how we strengthen each other’s faith, by sharing 

it, by coming together every Sunday, in prayer, in Mass, 

in Holy Communion, in our joys and in our sorrows.  
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 We are not only extending a sign of  peace to one 

another, but we are also acknowledging that their faith 

strengthens ours.  When we extend a sign of  peace to 

one another, it is also an extension of  our faith and trust 

in the Lord.  We want that person to have the peace of  

Christ, but we also want to help strengthen their faith in 

Christ. 

 

Rest assured that the faith you already have is more 

than enough.   

Simply open yourself, today to what the Holy Spirit can 

do in your life.   

Open yourself  to the transforming power of  faith. 

 

Let us pray: 

Dear Lord,  

Transform us by the power of  faith in you.  Help us in 

these sacred moments to relax, to let go, to simply trust 

in your remarkable ability to flow into and through our 

hearts, empowering us, inspiring us and saving us. 

In Jesus’ name, we pray.    Amen 

 


