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Every Tuesday, we have a staff meeting over in the office, and when I look 

around the table as we are all gathered together, I’m humbled by the amount of 

work and effort it takes to keep everything in the Parish moving. 

 But the truth is that all of that combined effort, is just a fraction of what it 

really takes to keep the machinery of St. Mary’s running.  We also depend on 

dozens of volunteers….  Over the course of the last couple of year, we’ve lost a 

number of volunteers with the virtual shut down of things.  And now we need to 

replace them.  You may have received a flock note. 

 And…. There’s an interesting phenomenon with volunteers.  When you ask 

for them…. They almost invariably believe that they are unworthy to be involved 

in Ministry. 

 Hmmmmmmm….. Some things never change.  Let’s look at the Readings for 

today.  (And really… I didn’t plan this.) 

 The passage from Isiah that we heard, tells us that it happened in the year 

King Uzziah died.  That was 739 years before Christ.  We are talking Ancient Times 

here.  And I’m not sure how long God had been trying to get Isiah’s attention, but 

as we see today, He finally makes an unmistakable display of filling the Temple 

with God’ Glory as The door frames shake and Angels and smoke fill the place.  

And Isiah thinks himself doomed because he has witnessed the Glory of the Lord 

of Hosts.  So he shirks away claiming, “I am a man of unclean lips, living among a 

people of unclean lips.”  Basically, he’s inferring that he is NOT worthy to be a 

prophet.   



 But God doesn’t mess around.  A seraphim grabs an ember from the altar 

with tongs and touches Isiah’s mouth with it.  I can almost hear God saying, “You 

want clean lips???Fine.  I’ll burn them clean for you.”  And his wickedness is 

removed—His sin purged. 

 In the Second Reading, 800 years later, Paul is writing to the Corinthians.  

And while he doesn’t go into detail about his conversion story, which we just 

celebrated a few weeks ago, he alludes to it.  Christ wants him to be the Apostle 

to the gentiles, but what does St. Paul himself say?  “I am the least of the 

Apostles, not fit to be called an Apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” 

 Well, we all know what happened to him.  He was struck blind, until he saw 

the light, and became the Apostle he was called to be. 

 And them in the Gospel… When Jesus is just beginning his own personal 

ministry, we hear the story of Peter.  Though we heard last week about how 

Jesus’s hometown crowd tried to kill him, He is proving to be a smashing success 

on the Sea of Galilee.  The crowds are pressing in on Him.  He commandeers 

Peter’s boat to teach from, and as a reward, blesses him with a “miraculous 

catch” of fish, OUT in the DEEP. 

 And HOW does Peter respond?  He falls at the knees of Jesus and says, 

“Depart from me Lord…. For I am a sinful man.” 

 

 Peter is sinful…. Isiah has unclean lips…. And Paul is actually persecuting 

Jesus’s followers.  But, Jesus still calls them.  He calls them to prophecy and 



spread the Gospel message.  They were called to serve.  And there is one thing 

about God……. He gets His way. 

 As Paul says, “even though he was a persecutor, “By the grace of God, I am 

what I am, and His grace has not been ineffective.”  Indeed, I have toiled harder 

them all of them; not I however, but the Grace of God that is in me.” 

 When Isiah hears the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?  Who 

will go for us?”  He responds, “Here I am…. Send me.” 

 And in the end, Peter, along with Andrew, James and John, Leave 

everything and follow Jesus to become fishers of People. 

 So….. fast forward 2000 years.  What is Jesus calling o to do?  Is he asking 

you to be a Lector, Eucharistic Minister, Greeter, Usher, or Altar Server…. Or 

maybe even to leave it all behind to be a fisher of souls. 

 Don’t fight it.  You could end up with burnt lips or blind eyes. 

 Yeah, Yeah, Yeah… You’re right.  You’re NOT WORTHY… No one is.  But by 

the grace of God…. We can do these things. 

 HEAR the words of Jesus.  “Do NOT be AFRAID!” 


