
6th Sunday of Ordinary Time © 

 About a hundred years ago, when I was in high school, like most young 

men, I aspired to be a wealthy entrepreneur.  So I took an economics class in 

preparation for my conquest of Wall Street.  By the end of the course, I was 

mostly confused and let’s just say that the prospect of poverty was looking more 

appealing.  But the one thing that did stick with me was the basic concept of 

“choice”.  Resources are finite, so, you have to choose.  You can have either the 

Lexus, or the Mercedes…. But NOT both. 

 I say this because today’s readings seem to be all about choices. 

 Look at Jeremiah.  He’s comparing One who chooses to trust in Human 

Beings to Some One else, who chooses to trust in the Lord. 

 Have you ever trusted in a human being?  Including yourself?  Of course, 

we all have.  Have you ever been disappointed by that choice?  Including yourself?  

Of course, we all have.  People disappoint.  Now, I’m not saying we can’t ever 

trust anyone.  That’s no way to live a life.  We must live with one another an 

depend on each other for many many things, but don’t be surprised to end up a 

barren bush in the desert if you place all of your hope in Flesh.  Ask anyone over 

the age of 29.  It just doesn’t last. 

 And I think that leads us to St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians.  Our TRUST, 

our CHOICE has to go beyond this world.  Beyond anything WE personally can do.  

I love that line, “If for this life only we have hoped in Christ…. We are the Most 

Pitiable of ALL!” 



 I mean, it’s obvious that it’s all fleeting.  Jimmy Morrison was right—5to 1 

Baby, 1 to 5.  Nobody here gets out alive. 

 And if there is NO after life… then what is the point of this life?  How can 

people NOT believe.  Yes, I do think they are the most pitiable of All.  Thank you 

God , for our Faith. 

 And that brings us to the Gospel.  Jesus has just come down from the 

mountain, and as we saw last week, the people are loving Him!  He’s becoming 

something of a Super Star.  Crowds are crushing in on Him, and He starts to teach 

them. 

 Blessed are YOU who are poor. 

 Blessed are YOU who are hungry. 

 Blessed are YOU who are weeping now. 

  He’s not talking about people who have no bank accounts or missed 

breakfast.  He’s talking to those people who have sought him out because they 

are missing something substantial in their lives, which is NOT money or food.  St. 

Matthew called them the Poor in Spirit.  But they are searching for something to 

fill that emptiness in their hearts.  That pitiable chasm in their souls that has NO 

hope, trusting just in this World. 

 They will laugh—They will be Satisfied.  The Kingdom of God is theirs….. 

because they have found Jesus.  They have found the Person who fills that hole 

within, and promises to fill it NOT just now… but forever. 



 And what about us.  We have a choice to make.  Are we going to trust in 

human beings and depend only on our own resources and strength?  Or are we 

going to TRUST in the Lord. 

 He’s coming HERE today to feed us on His very own body and blood to 

quench our hunger.  To end our spiritual poverty and give us a share in the 

Kingdom.  He wants to wipe away every tear from our eyes and fill us with 

overflowing joy and laughter. 

 Our ultimate reward may be eternal in heaven, but e can have a taste of it 

today…. And every day.  Yes, we actually can have it All……… 

 If we choose…… The LORD! 


