
7th Sunday of Ordinary Time© 

 Today’s Gospel message is hard.  Love your enemy.   Turn the 

other cheek.   I mean…. Who actually does that?  We live in a world of 

rivalry and revenge.  Rather than do onto others, as you would have 

them do onto you, we hear do onto others Before they do onto you! 

Instead of forgive and forget, we hear, “Don’t get Mad… Get EVEN!!!”   

Turning the other cheek is considered a sign of weakness.  Who does 

that? 

 In 1964, Nelson Mandela was convicted of attempting to sabotage 

the Minority white government of South Africa, which enforced 

Apartheid in that country.  He admitted to many of the charges.  He was 

sentenced t life imprisonment.  He was sent to the brutal Robben Island 

Prison.  He was confined to a small cell without a bed, or plumbing.  He 

was forced to do hard labor n a quarry. 

 Once a year he was allowed to meet with one visitor for 30 

minutes.  Once every six months, he could write and receive ONE 

letter…which of course, was censored. 

 In 1990, Nelson Mandela was released from prison.  He had spent 

27 years there.  He became an activist once again, and this time, He 

helped to abolish Apartheid, for which he received the Nobel Peace 

Prize. 

In 1994, Nelson Mandela was overwhelmingly elected as the first 

black President of a new South Africa. 

  But he didn’t seek revenge, or retaliation.  Instead, he invited one 

of his jailors, a white man to his inauguration, and placed him in a seat 

of honor.  He knew, that the ONLY way South Africa was going to survive 



united after apartied, was if the black people forgave…… And every one 

moved on….. Together. 

Mandela probably saved South Africa because of this attitude in 

his leadership. 

 And wouldn’t the world get along much better if everyone lived 

like that? 

 

 But, unfortunately, most people live like the earthly Adam, St. Paul 

speaks of, and we seem to be always at war. 

 But, as Christians, we are called to be better than MOST people.  

Let’s look to David as an example.  Saul went after him with 3000 men… 

to KILL HIM!..  He feared David as a rival to his throne, and he wanted 

him eliminated.  And God delivered Saul into David’s hands, lying there 

on the ground in a deep sleep, with his spear about two feet from his 

heart.  Abishai wouldn’t need a second thrust.  And No jury in the world 

would have convicted him of anything but self defense….. But what does 

David say??? “Who can harm the Lord’s anointed…. And remain 

unpunished?” 

Well, guess what folks?   Everyone in this Church is the Lord’s 

anointed.  At our baptism, we are anointed with Sacred Chrism.  And 

anyone who has been to one of my baptisms knows how much I love 

this part of the ritual.  We are anointed as priest, prophet, and KING!  We 

hold the same rank as King Saul. 

 So, every time we “do onto” another Christian…. We are harming 

the Lord’s anointed…. And who can do so…. And remain unpunished? 

 The Vengeance will come from the Lord. 



 The most beautiful prayer we have, was taught to us by Jesus 

himself.  Of course, I’m talking about the Our Father, and hopefully, we 

all say it at least once if not many times every day.  And what do we 

pray?   “Forgive us… our trespasses….. As….. WE ….forgive. 

 We pray, that a condition be put upon OUR forgiveness. 

 One of the most common sins I hear in the confessional, is, 

“Father, I can’t forgive so and so.  I hold a grudge against them for the 

awful thing they did.”  And yet, there they are asking to be absolved.  So, 

I ask them, “Have you ever prayed the Our Father?”  And of course they 

have, so I tell them I CAN’T forgive them…. By their own words…. Until 

they forgive their brother or sister. 

  

The scariest part of today’s readings is that last sentence…”For the 

measure with which you measure…. Will in return…. Be measured out to 

you.” 

 If we cheat…. We will be cheated.      

If we hate… we will be hated. 

But, if we LOVE….. we will BE loved.          

 It worked for Nelson Mandela 


