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Third Sunday in Lent  3-20-22  Cycle C 

Exodus 3: 1-8, 13-15; I Corinthians 10: 1-6, 10-12; Luke 13: 1-9 

 

 

When we talk about sins, we usually come up with a list of  

wrongful actions people have done:  like murder, assault, 

fighting, lying, cheating, hurting others, etc.  These are 

called the sins of  commission. However, we must also 

remember the sins of  omission… like avoiding Mass, failing 

to spend time with our loved ones, or ignoring the needs of  

others. 

 

At the time of  Jesus, many people thought that suffering 

was directly connected with sinning; those who suffered, it 

was claimed, are being punished for their sins.  That 

thinking is downright insulting to countless numbers of  holy 

people who have suffered during their lives, including saints 

and martyrs. 

 

The recent pandemic and current war in Ukraine have been 

very much on our minds lately.  Jesus used similar tragedies 

of  His time, to challenge his listeners into thinking about sin.  

He asked them if  they thought that people who suffered 

calamities were greater sinners than anyone else.   
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Then He answered his own question asserting:   

By no means!   

But I tell you, if  you do not repent,                                                         

you will all perish as they did. 

  

It’s now Lent.  It’s time for us to consider our own sins.   

Jesus tried to broaden our understanding of  sin by giving us 

the parable of  the fig tree.  He was pointing out the sin of  

uselessness.  The fig tree was planted in a good garden, in 

good soil.  It was cared for, fertilized and watered.  In spite 

of  all that it had received, the fig tree produced no fruit… 

nothing. 

 

The point of  the parable is obvious.  God has given each of  

us wonderful gifts.  He has cared for us and even given us 

the Bread of  Life here on this altar.   

 

How can we claim that there was nothing we could produce, 

give, or share with others? How can any one of  us claim we 

were never given a chance?   All of  us have valuable gifts 

and talents that God wants us to use in order to build up His 

kingdom here on earth.   
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Do you have time to visit someone who is sick?  Do you have 

time to visit an elderly person who lives in daily loneliness?  

Do you have time to pray for someone in need of  prayer?  Do 

you have time to read a bed time story to your children? 

 

None of  us is so poor or so busy that we have nothing to 

share, even if  it’s only a word of  encouragement, a friendly 

smile, a helping hand or a prayer. 

 

The parable of  the fig tree isn’t about God’s vindictive anger.  

Clearly god the Father is being realistic, but Jesus, the 

gardener, is merciful and asks the Father to give the tree (or 

us) another chance to bear fruit.  To those of  us who are not 

bearing fruit for God, the message is clear. 

 

One of  the facts of  life, many of  us frequently attempt to 

ignore, is that time is constantly passing by.  Sometimes, like 

when the tower of  Siloam fell, or war breaks out, we may not 

even get the luxury of  watching time pass, or improving our 

lives. 
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So here we are, half  way through Lent and the church wants 

us to review our situations.  We are being asked to seize the 

opportunities that come our way, and not to fool ourselves 

into thinking that there is always tomorrow.   

 

This could be our last Lent!  During these weeks of  Lent we 

are given opportunities for new growth in our spiritual 

attitudes. This is why we are called to prune ourselves…to 

give up something we are attached to.   

 

Today’s message is that we do not have forever to get our 

priorities in order. Our time could be short.  Lent is a time to 

check the status of  our own souls.  Are we like the barren fig 

tree - created to produce fruit, but barren and weakened 

because of  sin?   

 

The effects of  sin (whether those of  commission or 

omission) are weakening and deadly.  We are called to 

repentance.  Through His patience, His graces, and His 

mercy, God is continually offering us His forgiveness. 
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Let us bow our heads and pray:   

  

O God, grant me the awareness of  my own gifts, 

the sensitivity to recognize the needs of  others, 

 and the courage to follow your vision for me. 

Help me to prepare myself  for heaven  

and my eternal life with you. 

Help me to prepare myself 

so that when the end, does come,  

I am not filled with regret for the life I could have had,  

and the love I should have shared.  

 Amen  

 

   

 

 


