
3rd Sunday of Easter (C) 

 The responsorial psalm for today, Psalm 30, sets the tone for all of 

today’s readings.  It makes such statements as, “O Lord, you did not let 

my enemies rejoice over me… You brought me up from the 

netherworld.” 

 “At nightfall, weeping enters in, but with dawn…. Rejoicing.” 

 “You changed my mourning into dancing.” 

 That very aptly describes the Paschal Mystery that we are 

celebrating in this Easter Season, doesn’t it? 

 As the Apostles remind the Sanhedrin—they KILLED Jesus by 

hanging him on a tree…. But God raised Him up.  The weeping of the 

Crucifixion is replaced by rejoicing in the Resurrection. 

 Christ’s enemies are not allowed to rejoice over him, because God 

brought Him UP from the Netherworld.  In fact the apostles are so 

ecstatic and caught up in their JOY….that they rejoice over suffering 

dishonor.  They’re all excited about being flogged….. Go figure. 

 And in the second reading, John tells us about his vision.  He talks 

about the Lamb that was SLAIN…. So again, we hear about the death of 

Jesus, but he is not dead.  Instead, he is receiving power and riches, 

wisdom and strength, honor and glory and blessing, from every creature 

in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and in the sea—

Everything in the Universe is crying out.… He alone is Worthy. 

 And in the Gospel, we see the Apostles, not teaching at the Temple, 

but fishing at the Sea of Tiberius.  They’ve gone back to what they were 

doing before they ever even met Jesus… as if nothing has happened.  And 

it’s almost verbatim, a repeat of the incident when they first DID meet 



Jesus.  They’ve been out all night fishing and caught nothing.  Jesus tells 

them to cast the nets out again, on the other side, and they pull in a 

miraculous catch of fish…. 153 of them.   

Did you ever wonder WHY there were 153 fish?  I did, so I made a 

study of it when I was in the seminary.  No one can figure out why.  The 

number has NO meaning.  The best explanation is just that John must 

have counted them.  He was there. 

Anyway, The first time this happened, Peter asked Jesus to leave 

him, because he was a sinful man… but this time, when Peter hears it is 

Jesus, he can’t wait, He Jumps into the water and swims TO Jesus. 

 And that’s just because something HAS happened… and the 

disciples CAN’T just go back to their normal lives as if nothing has.  And 

what HAS happened is that Jesus has risen from the dead.  He has 

defeated the Grave, been brought up from the Netherworld--- and that 

changes….. EVERYTHING. 

 Jesus goes on to ask Peter 3 times, “Do you love me?”  One time for 

each of the times that Peter denied him in Jerusalem.  And with each 

affirmation, Jesus tells him to feed my lambs, feed my sheep, tend my 

flock.  And then Jesus closes with the same TWO Words that He spoke 

when he first met the disciples…., “Follow Me!” 

 But this time, not to be just a fisher of men, but to be as Jesus was, 

The Good Shepherd…. The Shepherd who lays down his LIFE for his 

sheep. 

 Five years ago, I was in the Holy Land with 7 deacons on their 

Canonical Retreat, and we had Mass at the very spot on the Sea of 

Tiberius where this incident occurred.  And in the Person of Christ, I 



looked each of them in the eyes, and asked each one of them, “Do you 

Love Jesus more than any other?” 

 Now, we don’t have time for me to go to each one of you 

individually today, but I do ask you all, “Do you Love Jesus more than any 

other…. Even yourself??” 

 If we say yes…..Well, then… We MUST Follow HIM.  Follow Him 

even to the Grave….  But, thereby, also, unto Awesome Resurrected 

Glory. 


