
5th Sunday of Lent (A_RCIA) Father Ralph Recker, OSB 

 Last week, we heard about Jesus doing something unheard of; opening the eyes of a 

man born blind.  But that was small potatoes compared to what He does today.  And it’s even 

something of a preview for the even greater thing that is to come.  Let’s look deeper. 

 In the first reading we hear from the Prophet Ezekiel.  The way to know if a prophet is 

real, and not a false prophet is pretty simple really.  He is real, if his prophecies come true. 

 And what does Ezekiel prophesy?  Speaking for God, he says, “O my people, I will open 

our graves and have you rise from them…. Then you shall KNOW that I AM THE Lord.”  

 So, Jesus is coming to the end of his ministry.  His HOUR is drawing near.  He has worked 

great signs and wonders, like the great prophets of old.  But… He is much much more.  He IS 

THE LORD.  He is the Great I AM…. He is God.  And He has shown that by fulfilling prophecy. 

 Jesus knows he needed to do this.  That is why he waited for two days before 

responding to the Sister’s summons.  It was for the Glory of God that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it. 

 So, when Jesus does arrive in Bethany, Marth comes out to him, and almost accuses him 

of negligence.  “If you’d been here, my brother would Not have died.”  And when Jesus assures 

her that her brother Will Rise, Martha thinks he is speaking of the final resurrection at the End 

of time.  But Jesus has to tell her quite plainly, I AM the Resurrection… and the Life…. Whoever 

believes in me…. Even if he dies will live and everyone who lives and believes in me…. Will 

NEVER die. 

 And Martha professes that she finally gets it…. Jesus IS the Christ…. The Son of God…. 

The ONE. 

 Martha sends for Mary, who comes to Jesus, falls at his feet and says, “Lord, if you had 

been here…. My brother would not have died.”  The Exact words which Martha said when she 

first met Him.  The gospel says that Jesus became perturbed.  Can you just see Him pulling his 

hair out thinking, “Do I have to explain this all over again.”  But action explains better than 



words, so Jesus simply asks, “Where have you laid him?”  It’s at this point that we hear, “Jesus 

Wept.”  But the tears seem not to be of sorrow, Jesus knew what He was about to do, they are 

more because of frustration.  Because, the people wouldn’t understand and believe in Him.  But 

the people thought it was out of love and so they repeat the Sisters’ lament, “could not the one 

who opened the eyes of the blind have done something, so that this man would Not have 

DIED?” 

 And we are told that Jesus is even More Perturbed. 

 So with clenched fists and through clenched teeth, He simply Says, “Take away THE 

Stone.” 

 It’s like He can’t deal with the ignorance anymore.  He wants to at last show them that 

He is indeed the ONE who has power over death and life. 

 And Martha makes the astute observation that it may smell after four days in the tomb.  

And that is precisely the point of WHY Jesus waited those few extra days.  After four days, 

Lazarus was undeniably dead.  He wasn’t passed out.  He wasn’t in a coma.  He was DEAD. 

 He assures Martha that she is going to see the Glory of God and tells the people that He 

is doing this so that they will also believe that He is sent from God.  

 And He orders the very dead man, Lazarus, to COME OUT…….. 

 And he does. 

I think the people finally get it.  Jesus’s frustration is ended.  Ezekiel’s prophecy is 

fulfilled.  The people come to believe that Jesus is Lord. 

And next week, we’ll see how they greet Jesus as he enters Jerusalem,….. with Hosanas! 

And yet…. The raising of Lazarus was really just a resuscitation. He will have to die again 

one day. 

But, Jesus tells us that He is the Resurrection.  And so…. yes, the Best is yet to come. 


