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Second Sunday of Easter  Cycle C  April 24, 2022 

Acts 5:12-16; Revelation 1: 9-11a,12-13,17-19; John 20: 19-31 

 

All three of today’s readings deal with the Good News that 

Jesus had risen from the dead.  We are told in the Gospel 

that the disciples were overwhelmed by fear and hid behind 

locked doors.  They were confused; they were afraid of the 

future; they had no direction; no vision; no sense of what 

comes next. 

Then Jesus came and stood in their midst.  His very first act 

was to breathe out the Holy Spirit upon His disciples.  He 

said: 

Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 

Receive the Holy Spirit . 

No matter what barriers they had set up, Jesus got to them.  

So it is with us: no matter what barriers we erect; no matter 

how we cut ourselves off; no matter how much we try to 

hide; no matter how unworthy or guilty, or absorbed or out 

of touch we might feel; Jesus gets past it all.  He comes to 

us where we are at…if we let Him. 
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The result was astounding and was recorded for us in the 

first reading from Acts.   Many came to be healed and to 

express their belief in the Lord.  

Jesus said: Peace be with you to the disciples who had 

abandoned Him.  There was no doubt that they had all been 

completely forgiven.  

Who among us has never asked for a second chance?  When 

God, through Christ, gives us that second chance to start all 

over again, we call it Divine Mercy.  This is Divine Mercy 

Sunday, we will talk more about that in a few minutes. 

 

First, I want to get back to the idea of forgiveness.  During 

the passion, we heard Jesus call out to His Father to forgive 

his persecutors, for they knew not what they did.  Then 

today He granted His disciples and the church the power to 

forgive sins. 

Can you hear the full message? 

 Peace be with you.  God, the Father, is with us.  Fear 

not, I am with you always.  You are precious in my eyes.  I 

love you.  Your sins are forgiven.  I will not abandon you. 
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FORGIVENESS 

Over and over the word forgiveness permeates this week’s  

readings.  I remember a Deacon friend of mine, who spoke 

of forgiveness to his parish in Washington State.   

You see, about 40 years earlier, Deacon George had lost his 

young daughter to a crime of violence, torture and murder.  

For years he had struggled with the pain of losing her, losing 

her in that terrible way, and knowing that the man who hurt 

and killed her still roamed free. The event had threatened 

his faith, his family, his sanity, and his ministry as a Deacon.  

Then, due to the miracle of DNA, and cold case investiga-

tions, his daughter’s murderer was finally arrested, tried 

and found guilty.  Deacon George sat in the court room 

during the sentencing and was invited by the court to speak.  

Through tears, he was able to tell his daughter’s story, but 

he was also able to turn to the man who had violated his 

daughter and offer him forgiveness. 

Then a few Sundays later he was able to speak to his parish 

of forgiveness:  he spoke of the pain of losing his daughter;  

he spoke of the difficulty of forgiving one who had injured a 

loved one; he recalled his admiration when Pope John Paul 

II forgave his attempted assassin.   
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Then he concluded, “I have heard and now understand 

Christ’s call from the cross. Father forgive them for they 

know not what they do.” 

 

As I mentioned earlier, today is Divine Mercy Sunday.  In the 

year 2000, John Pau II, now Saint, established this special 

day in recognition of Christ’s tender mercy for all of 

humanity.  He was inspired by St. Faustina, a mystic, who 

shared that Jesus had instructed her to spread his message 

of mercy to the world.  Jesus told her, “Mankind will not 

have peace until it turns with trust to my mercy.” 

 

Today from 2:30 to 3:30, the parish will host a Divine Mercy 

service. It will include the Divine Mercy Chaplet and 

Benediction, and sacred songs. 

 

Let us go forth now with open hearts to receive the Divine 

Mercy of Jesus, to forgive one another, so that we can live in 

peace. 

 

 


