
4th Sunday of Easter© 

 In the first reading for today in the Acts of the Apostles, we hear 

about Paul’s first missionary trip trough ancient Anatolia and his stop in 

Pisidian Antioch.  It was not too far from this place, in the city of 

Ephesus, the eventual home of our Blessed Mother, and the beloved 

disciple John, that the ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus wrote over 

500 years earlier, that the only constant…. Is change. 

 And it is CHANGE… that caused Paul and Barnabus to have such 

trouble in Pisidia, and had them expelled from the territory.  They 

wanted to change the focus of God’s affection.  He made the 

preposterous proposition, that Jesus came to save ALL mankind.  The 

gentiles were to be included in this salvation.  It was NOT to be reserved 

for JUST the Chosen people of Judah any longer.   

 The Gentiles were delighted when they heard this, and glorified 

the word of the Lord.  All who were destined for eternal life came to 

believe, and the word of the Lord continued to spread through the 

whole region. 

 The Jews, however, didn’t want to hear this.  They became jealous 

and abusive and stirred up persecution. 

 But then, we see this change verified by John’s vision in the Book 

of Revelation.  John had a vision of a great multitude, which no one 

could count, from EVERY nation….race… people….. and tongue.  These 

were the ones who had survived the time of great distress—They were 

the ones who washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb.  They were the flock, who have the Lamb as their Shepherd.  

It is no longer JUST Jews. 



 And in John’s Gospel, just before what we heard today,Jesus is 

confronted in the Temple by the Jews who say, “If you are the Christ, tell 

us plainly.  Jesus answered them by saying, I told you, and you do not 

believe.  The works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness to 

me; but you do not believe, Because you are NOT among….. my sheep.”  

And then it goes on with what we DID hear proclaimed today, we hear 

Jesus himself say that, “My sheep hear my voice.  I know them, and they 

follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.” 

 Scripture Scholars say that THIS IS the transference of God’s care 

from the exclusivity of the Jews, and opens it up to all who believe in 

Jesus. And so, my brothers and sister…. We are now his people; we are 

the flock he shepherds, and not just the chosen people of Israel.  We are 

able to hear his voice.  We can follow Him, and be known by Him, and 

thus share in not only his care, BUT we shall never perish.  We can share 

in His eternal life. 

 And HOW…. Do we do that? 

 At Baptism, we all became members of the Body of Christ.  We 

became sheep in the flock of the lamb of God.  But one member, one 

sheep left alone is doomed.  And so the good Shepherd feeds us, so that 

we can grow in this eternal spiritual life.  He feeds us his own body and 

blood in the Eucharist.  And we do this together, in Holy Communion 

WTH one another; with the other members of Christ’s body, here in this 

Church, and by extension with all of His sheep, “from every nation… 

race… people… and tongue.  Everyone in the Universal Catholic Church 

of all time. 



 Yes, today’s message is about change; the change that allows us to 

be the chosen people of God.  This is the Easter Season, and we celebrate 

the Resurrection.  Jesus Christ is Risen from the Dead… and that changes 

EVERYTHING….. for EVERYONE….. who believes in Him. 

 Let us NOT give God reason to change his mind about us.  Do NOT 

grow jealous or abusive.  Remain constant.  Believe in Jesus.   Believe in 

HIM… and stay loyal…. To HIM……. Our Good Shepherd. 


