
5th Sunday of Easter© 

 How many of you here actually remember the 1993 earthquake?  

So, you were witnesses to the damage that occurred here at St. Mary’s 

Church?  The gaps in the walls that had separated from the ceiling and 

the plaster that had fallen .  the initial assessment was that it was lost 

and would have to be demolished.  But with patient endurance, She was 

saved.  And anyone who participated, or witnessed the transformation, 

you KNOW something about, “Making Something NEW.” 

 In John’s vision from our Book of Revelation reading, he sees a 

new heaven and a new earth, and the one upon the throne says, “I make 

all things new.” 

 I specifically, vividly remember Mel Gibbon’s use of this phrase in 

his movie, “Passion of the Christ”.  When Jesus meets the Blessed Virgin 

Mary as he is carrying the cross to Calvary, He says, “See Mother, I make 

all things new.” 

 It seems odd, that on the way to his death, Jesus speaks of 

something… All things, “NEW”.  But, isn’t that really what Jesus is saying 

in the Gospel today? 

 When Judas goes out, when he leaves to go and betray Jesus in the 

garden which begins his passion…. That is when Jesus talks about His 

glorification.  As Judas betrays him, Jesus gives a victory cry because 

finally… His hour has come. 

 And the first thing He makes New, is the Commandments.  He 

replaces all of the law and prophet with a single New Commandment.  

“Love one another!!!!!!  As I have loved you, so you also should love one 

another.” 



 In the first reading, we see Paul and Barnabas busy spreading this 

new Commandment and founding communities built on love, rather 

than law.  These communities then become Churches bearing witness to 

the Love of Christ in their Love of one another. 

 But, perhaps infinitely more important than the new 

commandment is the NEW LIFE that Jesus brings by loving us unto his 

death.  Because His death can’t be separated from his resurrection.  He 

left us his body and blood here upon this altar, not so that we could 

mourn his death, but so that we could share in his death, and thereby 

Rejoice as we share also in His resurrection. 

 Remember that all of you who are receiving your First 

Communion.  Each time you receive His body and Blood, you share in 

His Resurrection.  His New Life, which should then affect our lives 

together. 

 That’s what we’ve been doing this entire Easter Season…. Well, 

actually, that’s what we’ve been doing for our entire Christian lives.  

When we were baptized, we were buried with Christ, but then given His 

light, taken from the Easter Candle itself, to share in His Resurrected 

Glory. 

 Now,…. making something new has its share of birth pains, if you 

will.  As Paul told the new Churches, “It is necessary for us to undergo 

many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”  That’s the passion and 

death part of the paschal mystery.   

And that was felt here at St. Mary’s, as well.  Fr. Edmund told me a 

bit about the initial struggle of even planning how to move forward.  

And then the actual reconstruction took more than two years, while 



Mass was held in the Parish Center, and even at the Biergarten—and 

that was back before it was made new, as the Festhalle.   

 Paul and Barnabas are speaking from experience.  They did not 

form the Churches of ancient Anatolia without incident either.  If you 

remember, last Sunday we heard of how they were expelled from the 

territory of Pisidian Antioch, and don’t forget that St. Paul was stoned at 

Iconium and left for dead.  But, I’ve heard it said that once a mother 

holds her baby in her arms….. She no longer remembers the pain. 

 As we go through the pain of this life, we can sometimes almost 

despair.  But we must always remember that the new heaven and earth 

are coming.  As St. John revels, God himself will always be with us—He 

will wipe every tear from our eyes, and there shall be no more death or 

mourning, wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away.” 

 As we receive the body of Christ today, especially those receiving 

it for the first time, let us enter into his death, yes,….. but let us also 

rejoice in our share of His resurrection. 

 And as we look at our re-Newed St. Mary’s Church… Let us 

anticipate the New Jerusalem coming down out of the clouds, as 

beautiful as a bride adorned to meet her husband, where God will dwell 

with us….. Always! 

  


