
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time © 

 The readings that we hear each week at Mass are arranged so that 

the first reading and the Gospel go together some how.  They are meant to 

present a common theme… And the theme for today is… well, let’s call it 

what it is… NAGGING. 

 Abraham accuses God of being unjust if he would destroy 50 just and 

ritcheous people with all of the wicked souls of Sodom and Gomorrah.  

And then he whittles it down little by little, until he gets God to agree to 

spare them all, for the sake of just 10 just souls. 

 I’ve heard this reading many times, and each time I do I think to 

myself, “Come on Abraham… Stop the nagging, and just get to the point.” 

 Then in the Gospel, Jesus himself encourages us to nag our heavenly 

Father for what we want.  Now, this may work with God, or a neighbor 

who has gone to bed, but I gotta tell you, when I was growing up, If my 

father said NO, and I asked a second time, believe me, I was then ASSURED 

the answer was NO, and I didn’t DARE to ask a 3rd  time.  So, just some 

advice to you kids out there…. Do NOT try this at home. 

 Anyway, I think of Sodom and Gomorrah as being similar to my soul 

in some ways.  It is filled with many earthly desires and I have committed 

sin.  By all rights, I deserve to be condemned.  And unless you are the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, you do too.  We’ve all sinned and turned from God at 

one time or another. 

 And so, we might start bargaining with God.  O.K. God, I’ve 

committed a lot of sins… But, if I’ve performed at least 50 kind and 

ritcheous acts… would you spare my soul  And like the needy neighbor, or 

Abraham, we persist.  How about five less?  Or how about 40?  And we go 

on, If I’ve been good 30 times, been loving 20, or what if I’ve touched at 

least 10 people in a positive manner….. Then would you spare my soul? 



 But guess what folks…. There is NOTHING ----not a single ONE thing 

that WE can do….. to save our souls. 

 But!!!! Do not despair. 

 Because, as St. Paul told the Colossians,  

 “Brothers and Sisters:  You were buried with him in baptism, in 

which you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, 

who raised him from the dead. 

 And even when you were dead in transgressions and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, he brought you to life along with him, having 

forgiven us all our transgressions; obliterating the bond against us, with 

its legal claims, which was opposed to us….. He removed it from our 

midst…. NAILING it to the CROSS. 

 So, if we remain in Christ… We are free of our sins.  We no longer 

have any transgressions. 

 Then, when God looks at us, he doesn’t see our sins, or even our 

good acts.  He only sees the ONE act of Jesus Christ upon the Cross, whih 

freed us for all time. 

 This is a wonderful thing.  This is incredible grace.  Of course, we do 

have to cooperate with it.  So keep pounding on that door in prayer.   Wear 

out your fists and your knees.  Keep nagging. 

 And when God finally opens the door to us, He will not see our sinful 

selves, but only his son.  Then, He will not only give us 3 loaves of bread, 

but he will give us his own body and blood to feed upon.  And will take us 

into his house to live with Him….. forever. 


