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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time Cycle C      July 31, 2022 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2: 21-23;   Colossians 3: 1-5, 9-11;  Luke: 12: 13-21 

 

In today’s Gospel, we heard the parable about the rich man 

whose land produced a bountiful harvest.  When he realized 

that he didn’t have enough space to store his harvest, he 

proceeded to tear down his barns and build larger ones.  

His whole focus, like ours often is, was to store up his 

earthly goods, then to rest, eat, drink and be merry.   

But God said to him: 

You fool,                                                                                                             

This night your life will be demanded of you. 

Thus it will be for all who store up treasure for themselves, 

but are not rich in what matters to God. 

Jesus warns against attachment to material things.  We all 

need to take time to consider, where our riches really lie. 

 

On the other hand, it is important to be clear about one 

thing:  money and wealth are not the problem.  There is no 

sin in being well-to-do, or financially secure.  That’s not the 

problem. 
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The real problem arises when our hearts- 

Our inner most desires- 

Are dictated and guided by material possessions, 

To the point where they slowly but surely, 

Replace Our Heavenly Father. 

As each of us continues on our own spiritual journey, we 

need to check our focus.  Are we seeking what is above or 

are we seeking what is here on earth?  What are we doing to 

become rich in the eyes of God? 

It is so easy to get caught up in materialism and consumer-

ism, spending more and more, to acquire more and more 

things to make us “happy”.  But how much time and effort do 

we spend building up treasures in heaven?  The solution is 

to store up the things of God:  to be willing to share our 

treasures for God’s purpose.  After all, everything really 

belongs to the Father. 

 

St. Augustine reminded us that: 

Our hearts can only truly rest, when they rest in the Lord. 
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Once, I heard a news story about two young boys who found 

money on the street and turned it in to the nearest police 

station.  When questioned by a reporter about why they had 

been so honest, the kids replied that they had been born and 

raised as Catholics and never considered keeping it. 

 

Developing self-denial should be a part of every Catholic’s 

life style.  When we practice self-denial it can be simple: like 

passing up a 2nd cup of coffee, or turning off a usually 

watched TV show; or more complex: like turning our backs 

on a constant temptation or addiction.  You may be asking 

yourself, “Why self-denial?” 

The answer is simple.  When we constantly feed our senses 

and our pockets, we leave little or no room for God. 

 

A few questions that we can meditate on: 

• Are we thinking of God, of others, or of ourselves? 

• How do I spend my time? 

• Why has God given me the things that I have? 

• What does He want me to do with them? 
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In the 2nd reading, Paul exhorts us to: 

Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. 

Luke’s Gospel is also clear: there must be a sense of 

urgency on our part to detach from all those things that will 

keep us from growing closer to God.   

We must get busy accumulating our treasures in heaven 

NOW! 

When it is time for our journey to end, for us to meet Our 

Lord face to face, will we be satisfied with how we spent our 

life?   

More importantly, will Our Heavenly Father be satisfied with 

how we have spent our lives here on earth? 

May God bless you, as you continue to store up treasures in 

heaven! 


