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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time   Aug 28, 2022  Cycle C 

 

Sirach 3: 17-18, 20, 28-29;   Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24A;  Luke 14: 1, 7-14. 

 

In preparing this week’s homily, after reading our 

second reading, I recalled a short story regarding a 

man and his wife, who were having an argument about 

who should have to make the coffee each morning. 

 

The husband said, “You are in charge of  cooking around here 

and you should do it, because that is your job.” 

 

The wife said, “Just because I get up first that doesn’t mean I 

should have to make the coffee, too.”  When she saw she 

wasn’t getting anywhere, she added, “Besides, it’s in the Bible 

that men should make the coffee.” 

 

The husband replied angrily, “Since when. Prove it to me!” 

 

So, she found the Bible and opened it to the New Testament, 

turned a number of  pages, and there it was at the top of  several 

pages, it said…HE BREWS! 
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Our readings for today encourage us to embrace the 

virtue of  humility, for the humble shall find God.   

 

In the first reading, Sirach urges: “Humble yourself  the 

more, and you will find favor with God.” 

 

In the second reading, the reward of  heaven is made 

more easily approachable for those who follow the way 

of  Jesus, a way that requires humility. 

 

The parable Jesus himself  tells in the Gospel teaches 

us that :  

 everyone who exalts himself  will be humbled,  

 but the one who humbles himself  will be exalted . 

 

He also reminds us to: chose the less fortunate to 

benefit from our own wealth and hospitality. 

 

Humility doesn’t get a lot of  attention in our time.  The 

exalted are those who boast of  their power, their 

athletic ability, their fame or their wealth.  Even in 

churches, preaching about humility seems infrequent 

compared to a few decades ago.   
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Humble people actually have healthy self-esteem. 

Humility is a matter of  quietly accepting the truth about 

ourselves:  both our good points, and our limitations; 

both our strengths, and our weaknesses. 

 

C.S. Lewis tells us that “humility is not thinking less of  

oneself; it is thinking of  oneself  less.”  I would like to 

rephrase his words to:  Humility is not thinking less of  

oneself; it is thinking of  oneself  less, and others more. 

 

Humility helps us to remember that God is really in 

charge, and that we are servants of  the Lord.   

 

 

I suspect that we are all tempted to believe that the way 

we see the world is the only proper way to see things.  

When we make that assumption, we prevent ourselves 

from appreciating the views and experiences of  others 

and from learning from them. Humility will keep us open 

to opinions of  others and able to benefit from 

constructive criticism.   
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Sometimes an exaggerated sense of  our own worth 

causes us to step on the toes of  others, and sometimes 

it takes a dose of  harsh reality to set us straight.   

 

The ears of  the humble are always open to listen to the 

Word of  God, and to learn.   

 

Their eyes are opened to see God’s plan unfold before 

them.   

 

They speak gently, 

 they walk steadily,  

  they act justly,  

   and they love tenderly.   

 

My prayer for you today is: 

 Live simply 

  Love generously 

   Care deeply 

    Speak kindly, 

 

Blessed are you who humble yourselves in Jesus Name, 

for yours is the kingdom of  heaven.   Amen 


