
25th Ordinary Sunday © 

 How many of you have IRA’s?  401 K’s?  or life annuities? 

 The Abbey sold life annuities a few decades ago, and actually 

ended up losing a lot of money on them.  It seems everybody that 

bought them lived much longer than the actuary tables had calculated.  

The joke became that if you wanted to live to be 100, just buy an Abbey 

Annuity. 

 The point I’m making is that we are all pretty good about 

preparing for our future financially.  And that’s the point Jesus is making 

about eh dishonest Steward as well.  He knew how to make sure that he 

was fiscally prepared for the future.  He was dollar Savvy. 

 And in the first Reading form the prophet Amos, we hear that the 

people of Israel in his time were pretty savvy as well.  They knew how to 

wheel and deal and make a shekel.  It wasn’t all necessarily honest, and 

it sounds like they weren’t averse to actually buying and selling people 

themselves, if made them a buck.  Whatever it took to prosper. 

 And the more prosperous they became, the more self-sufficient 

they became, until God became an unnecessary entity.  In fact, He was 

actually a hindrance to their commerce.  They couldn’t trade on the 

Sabbath, and they grew farther and farther away from God. 

 But the Prophet Amos warns them that, “The Lord has sworn by 

the pride of Jacob; Never will I forget a thing they have done.”  And the 

Babylonian Armies soon descended upon them. 

 Some may consider this appropriate payback—a retribution for 

the poor and lowly who were abused.  Paul then tells us about eh man 

Christ Jesus, who gave himself as ransom for all. 



 And this is Good News, because if you think about it, we are in a 

great time of prosperity.  We too may be tempted to rely on ourselves 

and our own abilities to wheel and deal, perhaps making friends with 

dishonest wealth. 

 So this is a good time to step back, and remember the source of all 

things.  Oktoberfest is a time to give thanks to God for the Harvest.  And 

here in Mt. Angel, many of us depend upon the fruitfulness of the fertile 

Willamette Valley for our livelihood, and so it is especially appropriate 

for us to give thanks to God.  But even if you are not a farmer, 

Remember to whom you truly own thanks for your prosperity; for all 

things. 


